
The Evidence for the Empty Tomb
Someone asked me recently: Which is more important.  Jesus’ cross or his resurrection? They’re two sides of the same coin.  You can’t have one without the other. 

John Macarthur said this,

“The resurrection is the hinge on which the truth of our faith turns, and without it nothing else would really matter.  Without the historical fact of Jesus’ resurrection, the significance of the crucifixion would be nullified and all the other doctrines we proclaim and defend to the world would be just so much rhetoric.  The dynamic joy of our faith would turn into speculation and Christianity would be simply one of many human philosophies and religious theories.”  

And yet, important as the resurrection is, The Barna Research Group released this:  “In a recent survey, 35 percent of born again Christians- over one in three-answered that they believed Jesus did not physically rise from the grave.”

A young person mentioned to me some time ago, “I’m not sure I believe the resurrection really happened because I’m not sure that I believe the Bible.”  My answer to that was this.  First, when you say you don’t believe the Bible, you need to understand that you’re not just rejecting what one person said.  Because the Bible is not just one book, it’s 66 books written by over 40 authors.  Nine of them wrote what we call the New Testament.  And all of them testify that Jesus Christ rose from the dead. To reject the testimony of the Bible, regarding the resurrection, it is necessary to reject as fabrication the testimony of these nine men; Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Peter, Jude, the writer to Hebrews, and James, the biological brother of Jesus.  All of them wrote books testifying to the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  And all of them initially did not believe that Jesus would be raised from the dead, and in fact when they first heard about it, they still didn’t believe it.  On top of that, there were seven women plus over 500 eye witnesses who saw Jesus post-resurrection, and they all collaborated their testimony.  Plus the lives of these men were transformed after the resurrection.  They ran the day of the crucifixion.  Peter after the resurrection, stood up in Jerusalem and preached a sermon to the whole city and 3000 people came to Christ.  

Also they died martyrs deaths for what they wrote. I remember as a kid wondering if the gospels were a fairy tale, until I discovered that they died for what they wrote.  Every one died a violent death except John.  
MacArthur writes, 

“Peter was crucified upside down at his request according to Eusebius. His brother Andrew reportedly was also crucified, tied instead of nailed to a cross to prolong his suffering. James the brother of John is the only Apostle whose death is recorded in Scripture. He was executed by Herod Agrippa. Philip was said to have been stoned to death in Asia Minor but not before multitudes came to faith in Christ through his preaching. The traditions vary concerning how Philip's close companion Nathanael died. Some say he was bound and thrown into the sea. Others said he was crucified. Matthew may have been burned at the stake. Thomas likely reached India where some traditions say he was killed with a spear. According to the Apocryphal martyrdom of James, James, the son of Alphaeus, was stoned to death by the Jews for preaching Christ. Simon the Zealot according to some traditions preached the gospel in Egypt, North Africa and Persia where he was martyred by being sawn in half like Isaiah. Other traditions say he was eventually crucified by the Romans. Thaddaeus-which means ‘mamma's boy-’ was a preacher of the gospel in modern Turkey and he was clubbed to death.”

They all died because of their commitment to Christ. Now history has shown us that most men are willing to die for a cause they believe to be true.  World wars bear that out.  But nobody is willing to die for what they know to be a lie.  

So when you say you don’t believe the Bible, what you’re really saying is that you don’t believe the testimony of nine men, who eventually died for what they claimed about Jesus Christ, along with the testimony of 100s of others who also claimed to see the risen Christ.  
Now we all understand the importance of an eyewitness account.  If you’ve ever seen Judge Judy, she will ask a witness, “Were you there, sir?”  When an eyewitness stands in the witness box they are asked to report on three things.  What they saw, what they heard and what they felt. 1 John 1:1 says,  “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at, and our hands have handled concerning the Word of Life.”
In this booklet we will examine the evidence for the empty tomb.  And to help us do that, let’s imagine we are in a court of law, listening to the eyewitness testimony of some eyewitnesses of the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

But before we get to that, let’s establish that Jesus was a real person.  We know beyond dispute that Jesus lived.  No serious student of history would deny that Jesus lived.  He lived as certainly as Napoleon, or Lenin, or Ghandi, or Julius Caesar.  There are countless historical documents which bear that out.  Not least of which are the words of critics of Christianity.  Those who were not impressed by Jesus.  One of my favourite critics of Jesus is a guy by the name of Julian the Apostate, a Roman Emperor from 361-363 A.D. who hated Christ and Christians, and he was one of these guys who was just not easily impressed.  But by his criticism, he inadvertently demonstrates that Jesus actually lived.  He said, “Jesus has now been celebrated about 300 years.  Having done nothing in His lifetime worthy of fame, unless anyone thinks it is a very great work to heal lame people and blind people and exorcise demons in the villages of Bethsaida and Bethany.”  As I said, he isn’t that easily impressed.  And there are hundreds of examples of secular writers testifying to the reality of Jesus’ life.  See, Jesus was a real person.  So now let’s look at the facts about the resurrection.   Remember the old show Dragnet.  Joe Friday would say, “Just the facts, ma’am, just the facts.”   So here are the facts of the resurrection.
Fact #1.  Jesus really died.

If you were ever on the jury at a murder trial you would know that the first fact the prosecution needs to establish is that there was an actual death.  They will bring the detective up who discovered the body and confirm that the body was dead.  Then they will bring up the County Medical Examiner who did the autopsy to confirm that the person was dead.  The story is told about the Prosecutor who asked the Medical Examiner, who was in the witness box, “When you did the autopsy, was the body actually dead at the time?”  To which the Medical Examiner replied, “The body usually is dead when we do the autopsy.” You can’t have a murder trial without establishing that there is actually a dead body.  In fact, trying to convict a person of murder, when the body has not been found, is extremely difficult.  And you can’t have a resurrection, without first establishing that there has actually been a death.  In fact, some people have suggested that maybe Jesus didn’t actually die on the cross, that He just fainted or swooned, then came to, in the coolness of the tomb, moved the stone, and slipped past the Roman guards.  So let’s establish first that He did die on the cross.  And in order to help us here, let’s imagine an interview with an expert eyewitness who will share with us what he saw.  I call as my first witness a Roman Centurion.        
Prosecutor -Good morning, Sir.  You are a Centurion in the Roman Military. Is that right? 

Centurian. Yes, that is correct.

Prosecutor-How many Roman crucifixions have you attended?
Cent.  Not certain... Hundreds probably.
Prosecutor-How many of those crucifixions ended in death for the victim? 

Cent. (Chuckles) That’s a dumb question.  100% of course. 
Prosecutor-Would it be fair to say that you would be considered an expert in the science of deciding and declaring that a crucifixion victim was actually dead? 

Cent. That would be a fair statement. Yes.  

Prosecutor-You are kind of the first century Coroner.  

Cent.  Well, I don’t know what a Coroner is, but if you say so.

Prosecutor-When you declare that a person is dead, have you ever made a mistake?  

Cent. No sir.  That’s not possible, because we break the victim’s legs to be sure. 

Prosecutor-Please explain what you mean by that.

Cent.  Well, when a person is crucified, their weight is on the spike which pins their feet to the cross.  This way they can breathe.  If they didn’t, they’d be hanging by their arms, and wouldn’t be able to breathe, and they would suffocate.  So when the boys on duty feel that the victim has suffered enough, we break the legs, so the victim can’t push up on their feet, and so they suffocate and die a lot faster. 

Prosecutor-You were on duty at the cross the day Jesus died.  Is that correct?

Cent. That is correct, yes.

Prosecutor-Did you break His legs?  

Cent.  No, we did not break His legs.

Prosecutor-Why not?
Cent.  Well, when we examined Him, He was already dead.  So there was no point in breaking His legs.  
Prosecutor-How often do you break the legs of the victim?
Cent. Almost always.
Prosecutor -So, why do you think He was already dead?
Cent. Because of what we did to Him before we put Him on the cross.  I’ve never seen a more brutal scourging and beating on a crucifixion victim before.  It was like all of humanity was beating on Him.  That’s why He was already dead. 

Prosecutor-Are you sure He was dead?  

Cent. Dead sure.   Pardon the expression.  

Prosecutor-How can you be so sure?

Cent.  At the risk of offending some of your listeners, we take a long spear and shove it up into the side of the victim.  From the low angle, the spear slides easily right up into the heart chamber.  When we see the blood and water mixture flow, that lets us know the victim is dead.  Jesus’ wound flowed blood and water. 

Prosecutor--Who did you report Jesus’ death to?  

Cent.  This was a strange crucifixion.  Pilate, the Roman Governor, wanted to know the moment He died.  So we reported it straight to him.

Prosecutor-Would it have been a big deal if you had reported false information to Pilate? 

Cent.  Are you trying to be funny?
Prosecutor-Not at all.  What would happen if you reported to Pilate that Jesus was dead, if He really wasn’t?
Cent.  Well, probably I’d be the next crucifixion victim.
Prosecutor-Sir, have you ever seen a death like this one ever before?

Cent.  I watched Him die, and as I looked in His eyes, and this is just my opinion, but I couldn’t help thinking, we’ve just crucified the Son of God. 

Prosecutor-Well, thank you Mr. Cent. You have been most helpful.  I find it interesting that you almost always break the legs of the victims yet in this instance you did not.  Just one more question.     Did you know that in the Jewish Old Testament, written 100s of years before Jesus, and before crucifixion had ever been conceived, it was prophesied that the Messiah would be crucified, and that not one bone in His body would be broken? 
Cent. No, I didn’t know that.

Prosecutor-Thank you.  You may step down. 

In John 19:32 it reads, “then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with Him.  But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs.   But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear and immediately blood and water came out.”
T.W.  Hunt, in The Mind of Christ said this:
“The executioners knew that they could leave no doubt about the finality of the death of their victims and so the soldiers smashed a spear into the chest cavity of Jesus, and immediately there came out blood and water (John 19:34).  Almost certainly this spear pierced the right auricle of the heart.  The water that John mentioned was the serum that had accumulated in the pericardium and perhaps the gastric juices from the gastric dilatation.  The heart itself, therefore, was cut open.  John, an eyewitness, recorded this detail so that no medical doubt could remain that Jesus was actually dead.”  

In Luke 23:47, after watching Him breathe His last, it says “So when the Centurion saw what had happened he glorified God, saying, ‘Surely this was a righteous man.’” In Mark 15:44-45 “Pilate marvelled that He was already dead and summoning the Centurion, he asked him if He had been dead for some time.”  

Lee Strobel, in his book, “The Case for Christ” writes, “In a typical Roman beating, muscles and parts of the spine would often be exposed because the whip tore the flesh.  The body’s normal response was to go into hypovolenic shock (or low blood shock).  The heart races to pump blood that is being lost, low blood pressure causes fainting and the strain on the body ultimately leads to cardiac arrest and death.  It’s quite likely that Jesus fainted several times on the cross.”

 To believe that Jesus swooned and revived in the tomb and managed to convince 500 people of His resurrection after sustaining such massive injuries, frankly requires more faith than to accept the straightforward Gospel claims that Jesus rose from the dead.    So much for fact #1-Jesus did die.

Fact #2-Jesus was buried in a tomb.
 In order to establish this fact, for my second witness I now call the distinquished Pharisee, Mr. Joseph of Arimathea. 
Prosecutor-Thank you sir for coming today.

Joseph.-Glad to be here.

Prosecutor-You were a Pharisee and a follower of Jesus Christ.  Is that right?
Jos. That is correct.

Prosecutor-That must have caused some problems for you with regards to your reputation with your esteemed colleagues at the synagogue.

Jos.-Yes, to put it mildly.  But it was my honour to follow Jesus Christ and to do all I could to honour Him in His death, and to provide an honourable tomb in a beautiful garden, in which to lay His body. No sacrifice was too great for me to make for Him, after what He did for me. 

Prosecutor-You asked Pilate for permission to take Jesus’ body down from the cross.

Jos. - Yes. I had confirmed that He was already dead.   

Prosecutor-You acted as a sort of Funeral Director, and also provided the tomb in the cemetary.  Tell us about the tomb in which you laid Him.

Jos. - It was a new tomb.  Freshly hewn out of the rock.  Only one entrance, no secret way in or out.  And a big boulder was placed in front over the entrance.  

Prosecutor-Now the authorities were concerned about a possible security breach, isn’t that right?
Jos. - Yes, that’s correct.  
Prosecutor-And what did they do?

Jos.-They stationed a Roman guard in front of the tomb and put a Roman seal on the stone that secured the door. 

Prosecutor- What was your understanding of why they did that?
Jos. -They were concerned that someone might steal the body.  

Prosecutor-In your estimation is there any way anyone could have stolen the body?  

Jos.-Impossible.  The tomb had only one entrance that was sealed tighter than a drum with a stone, a Roman seal, and a contingent of Roman soldiers.  

Prosecutor-Can you imagine who would even want to steal the body?  

Jos. - Definitely not the Disciples.  They were so scared they didn’t even stay around at the crucifixion.  And how would they have gotten past the Roman guard? And to suggest that His enemies stole the body doesn’t make any sense.  I mean when the stories about His resurrection began to circulate, why wouldn’t they just produce the dead body and kill the resurrection rumours?
Prosecutor-Could the Roman soldiers have maybe dozed off? 

Jos.-That’s funny.   I’m not a military man, but from what I hear, if a Roman soldier falls asleep on duty, they don’t look too kindly on that.  He can basically be killed.  

Prosecutor- Well, thank you Joseph of Arimathea.  You have been most helpful, you may step down.  
Luke 23:50 says “there was a man named Joseph of Arimathea, a Council Member,  a good and just man.  He had not consented to their decision and deed. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. He took it down and laid it in a tomb that was hewn out of the rock where no one had ever lain before.”  

Matt 27; 60 says, “And he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb.”  Big enough that the women said in Mark 16:3, “Who will move the stone away for us?”  

John 19:41 says “Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb.”  

 Matt 27:62 says “The Chief Priests and Pharisees gathered with Pilate and said, “Sir. We remember that while He was still alive how that Deceiver said ‘After three days I will rise.’  Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third day lest His disciples come by night and steal Him away and say to the people He has risen.  This last deception will be worse than the first.”  So Pilate said​ “you have a guard, make it as secure as you know how.”  
That’s got to be one of the strangest orders ever given in the history of military operations.  

Only Jesus would make it necessary to issue such a strange order. It would make sense to say, “Make a bank as secure as you know how,” or a military installation, or a nuclear reactor.”  But a grave?   Make the grave as secure as you know how.   

V66 “So they went and made the tomb secure sealing the stone and setting the guard.” 

So we have established that Jesus died, and that He was buried in a tomb.  The third fact we need to establish is 
Fact #3. The Empty Tomb.  
And to help us establish the emptiness of the tomb, for my third witness, I would like to call Mary Magdalene.

Prosecutor-Thank you Mary for joining us.

Mary-You’re welcome.  I’m glad to be here. 

Prosecutor. You watched Jesus die. Correct?
Mary-Yes, that’s right.  Me and the three other Marys.  Mary, the mother of Jesus, Mary, the mother of James and John, and Mary the wife of Clopas.  Mary was a popular name, what can I say?  Oh! and Salome was there as well.  

Prosecutor-You went to the tomb early on Easter Morning, that Sunday morning.  Is that correct?
Mary-Oh, yes, that’s right. Me and Mary the mother of James, and Mary Jesus’ mother, and Joanna, and the other women who were with us at the cross.  
Prosecutor-Isn’t it odd that the group of women were the last to see Him at the cross and watch Him buried are also the first to see the empty tomb?
Mary-How can I say this delicately?  All the men split. Bunch of wimps.  Scampered at the first sign of trouble.  We women were the only ones who stayed right to the end.  It was horrible.  And that’s why we were the first to see the empty tomb.  He meant it that way.  What better eyewitnesses to His resurrection, than those who were eyewitnesses to His death and burial?  

Prosecutor-And what did you see when you got to the tomb?
Mary-Well, when we had left the tomb on Friday Jesus had been placed inside, wrapped in the funeral cloths, and the head cloth on His head, and the stone had sealed the door of the tomb, and a Roman seal, sealed the stone.  And when we got there Easter Sunday... (Pause)  the stone was rolled away.  The Roman soldiers told us there had been an earthquake and that the stone had been rolled from the tomb.   And when we went inside the tomb, the body of Jesus was gone and the tomb was empty. The burial cloth was still there.  And the head cloth was folded respectfully and set aside.   

Prosecutor-Who else saw the empty tomb?
Mary- You mean besides me, and the other Marys’ and the other women.  I told Peter and he and John ran to the tomb.  They saw it.  And of course the soldiers saw the empty tomb.  

Prosecutor-Ah, yes, the soldiers.  But they spread a rumour about the empty tomb didn’t they?
Mary-Yes, they tried to insist that His disciples stole the body.  And that rumour has spread like wildfire.  The funny thing about that is that nobody has ever denied that the tomb was empty.  Even Jesus’ enemies admit that it was empty.  The fact that they tried to concoct this ridiculous story about the Disciples stealing the body confirms that the tomb was empty.  That’s what you call the lie that confirms the truth.
Prosecutor-Well thank you Mary.  You were very helpful. 
In John 20:1 “Mary Magdaline went to the tomb and saw that the stone was rolled away.”  In Luke 24:10 “The women went to the tomb including Mary Magdaline, Joanna, Mary mother of James and other women, Jesus’ own mother.”
In Matt 28:11, 15, it says “some of the guards came into the city and reported to the Chief Priests all the things that had happened.  When they had assembled with the Elders they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, saying “tell them His disciples came at night and stole Him away while we slept.  And if this comes to the Governor’s ears we will appease him and make you secure (we will make it go away).”  So they took the money and did as they were instructed, and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.”  That’s the fact of the empty tomb. 
Fact #4-Jesus Did Rise from the Tomb
The last fact we want to establish is that Jesus did indeed rise from the dead. And to help me with that, for my last witness, I would like to call the Apostle Peter the fisherman, and Disciple of Jesus Christ.  

Prosecutor-Good morning Peter.

Peter-Good morning.

Prosecutor-Peter, it has been suggested that perhaps the resurrection never took place and that you and the other Disciples actually staged it. That you stole the body.

Peter-Well, yeah, anybody who was there would know what a side-splitting joke that is.

Prosecutor-What do you mean?
Peter-None of us believed in the resurrection.  Right up to the end, right up to when He was arrested, none of us believed He was going to die.  And after He died, none of us believed that He was going to come back from the dead.  In fact, when the women told us He had risen from the dead, we still never believed it.  When He died, it was over for us.  It was the end of a dream.  We were waiting for the guards to show up at our doors.  We thought we were next.  We were terrified.  To suggest that we had the courage and the skill to covertly by-pass a Roman guard, break a Roman seal and spirit away Jesus’ body, takes more faith than to simply accept that He rose on His own. 

Prosecutor-The thing about these rumours that I don’t get is why would you even want to steal His body? 
Peter-Exactly! You are obviously a very smart man, smarter than you look anyway.   Why would we want the body?  What are we going to do?  Start a movement with the biggest fabrication in history as its starting point?  Why would anybody want to do that?  Why would anybody want to live for a lie?  Why would anybody be willing to die for what they know to be a lie? Every one of us died a martyr’s death because of our claims about the resurrection of Jesus.   And if we stole the body, how do you explain the life transformation that every one of us went through after we saw Him alive?  We were changed from cowards to the courage of a lion, from fear to unshakeable faith.  No, we could never have stolen the body.  Jesus’ resurrection changed our lives.   

Prosecutor-And if you had stolen the body how could 11 men take a secret lie like that to their grave? 

-Peter-Exactly! That’s what I’m talkin’ about. You know, when my wife got pregnant we tried to keep it a secret for a couple of weeks.  And you know what I found out; her mother knew before I did, her sisters knew before I did.  Even the cousins knew before I did.  If two people can’t keep a secret for a couple of weeks, how can 11 men collaborate and conspire to keep a diabolical secret for a lifetime.  If we stole the body that would mean 11 men would have to concoct a conspiracy and keep that secret watertight till death.  Just not going to happen.
Prosecutor-Some people believe you saw a hallucination.  You so badly wanted to believe, that in your mind’s eye you saw what you wanted to see.  

Peter-Not a chance.  It never occurred to us that He might rise from the dead.  And hallucinations might happen with one person, not 500.  That would have been some kind of a holographic trick to pull that one off.  And have you ever seen a hallucination eat fish, and invite you to touch his hands? 

Prosecutor- Peter, one more question.  How many people saw Jesus alive post-resurrection?
Peter-That’s a good question.  You know, Mohammad wrote the Koran in isolation.  Nobody questions its authenticity.  Joseph Smith received his revelation in secret. Nobody questions that.  But Jesus didn’t rise from the dead and secretly go to Heaven.  He showed Himself to the 11 of us Disciples.   He showed Himself to all the women who were at the cross, and He showed Himself to over 5oo other Disciples, and finally He showed Himself, of course, to the Apostle Paul.  And here’s the thing.  There is no evidence of any writer refuting the fact the Jesus really rose from the grave.       

Prosecutor-Thank you Peter.  That was very helpful.  
The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Cor. 15:5-6, “He was seen by Cephas, then by the 12, after this He was seen by over 500 brethren at once of whom the greater part are still alive. After that He was seen by James then by all the Apostles, then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.” 
A former Chief Justice  of England,  Lord Darling, said,  “In its favour as living proof there exists overwhelming evidence, positive and negative, factual and circumstantial, that no intelligent jury in the world could fail to bring in a verdict that the resurrection story is true.”

Michael Green said, 

“The church beginning from a handful of uneducated fishermen and tax gatherers, swept across the whole known world in the next 300 years.  It is a perfectly amazing story of peaceful revolution that has no parallel in the history of the world.  It came about because Christians were able to say to inquirers; Jesus did not only die for you.  He is alive.  You can meet Him and discover for yourself the reality we are talking about.  They did. And joined the church and the church born from that Easter grave spread everywhere.”

Let me give you three practical takeouts from all this, that you can apply to your own situation.

Failure is not fatal. 

Jesus died and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for all your sins.  There’s no blunder or wrong choice or bad decision you’ve ever made that is beyond the boundaries of God’s ability or willingness to forgive.  God loves you and wants to relieve you of the burden of your guilt.  
Life is not futile.  

Good Friday was a dark, bleak day for the Disciples.  When you’re in the dark it’s hard to see any beauty in you life.  My father had the most beautiful rose garden in our entire neighbourhood. He had red roses and white roses and pink and blue.  You could smell my dad’s roses from the bottom of the street.  When family came over to visit dad would take them for a stroll around the garden, to show off his roses.  I don’t ever remember him showing anybody around those rose beds in the dark.  He never took them around in the middle of the night.  Because in the dark you can’t see anything.  See, the roses were still there, the fragrance was still there, but you just couldn’t see them, because of the dark.  You need the light of the dawn, and the rays of the sun to see the beauty of a rose garden.  

And it’s no accident that, in John 1:9, Jesus is the true light that gives light to the world, and v 5 says “the light shines in the darkness.” When life becomes dark, and you lose hope and you can’t see your way, and life becomes futile, it’s not because there’s nothing to live for, it’s not that there’s no beauty, it’s just that you’re in the dark and you can’t see it.  It’s like standing in a rose garden in the middle of the night.  The resurrected Jesus turns on the light and illuminates the beauty of the rose garden of life that’s all around you.  When life is dark, it’s because the light of Jesus has been eclipsed by some massive obstruction that has moved into your orbit, but when Jesus is at the centre of your life, and the light shines, you begin to see the beauty again.  And your life becomes filled with joy, and enthusiasm, and hope, and courage, and grace, and love and purpose, and life, and you are awestruck again by the beauty of life that surrounds you.  You realize you’re standing in a rose garden, because the darkness has been shattered by the dawn of a new day, and the brilliant rays of the light of the son.-s.o.n.
Death is not final.

At Easter, a lot of people travel.  People will often ask, “Where will you spend Easter?”  Here’s a far more important question.  Where will you spend eternity?  The resurrection promises you a resurrection after death.  Where you will spend all eternity in Heaven.  Jesus said, “In my Father’s house are many mansions.  And I am going there to prepare a place for you.”  

You can go there, if you believe in Jesus Christ.  In His virgin birth, His sinless life, in His claim to be the Son of God, God in the flesh, in His substitutionary death and in His resurrection.  If you believe in Jesus Christ, you will go to Heaven the instant you die.  Jesus said, “I am the way the truth and the life, no one can come to the Father except by Me.”   What better day to give your life to Jesus Christ than today.  The Bible says, “Today is the accepted time for salvation.” Not tomorrow, not when you’ve got your problems sorted out, today is the day of Salvation. Just tell him, “I believe in Jesus Christ.”  
C.S. LEWIS talking about the forensic process when solving a crime, of considering all the options and of eliminating the impossible, and the principle that whatever is left no matter how improbable must be the truth.  When considering the person of Jesus Christ there are only three options.  He was either a lunatic who really believed He was God in the flesh, but wasn’t.  Or He was a liar, a deceiver, a fiend, the Devil himself.  Or He was who He said He was.  King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  He concludes.   “We are faced with a frightening alternative.  The man we are talking about was and is just what He said or else a lunatic or something worse.  Now it seems to me obvious that He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend, and consequently however strange or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept the view that He was and is God.  God has landed on this enemy occupied world in human form.”  
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