        How Do I Know God Exists?
A common misunderstanding about faith is that it is disconnected from reason, logic and evidence. And that to become a Christian necessitates checking your brains at the door. I can remember as a wee boy sitting on a park bench with my cronies and looking at the stars and saying, “How can anybody know God is really there?” 

Some people have decided that God doesn’t exist, and they call themselves a-theists or atheists.  A means Anti, and theist means god.  Anti-god or no god.  Atheists recently rented out advertising space in Toronto, on the sides of buses and were running a “No god” campaign. The text read, “there is no god, so relax and enjoy life.” They believe God just doesn’t exist.

Then there are a-gnostics or agnostics. Gnostic means “to know.” So agnostic means Anti-knowing or no knowing.  In other words, agnostics don’t know if there is a god.   

The Bible says, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’” Romans 1:18-32 describes the development of secular humanism.  First, Paul establishes 
The Opportunity for Atheists.

Everyone has an opportunity to know that God exists.  “What may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made...” v18-19.  Then he goes on to describe 

The Denial of Atheists.  
V 21 says, “because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful...”  Atheists, by definition, deny the existence of God, and by extension, do not express gratitude to Him, for His goodness. 

Then Paul goes on to describe the reason why people choose to reject a belief in the existence of God. That’s

The Cause of Atheism 
V21-22 says, “They became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Professing to be wise, they became fools.”  It’s interesting that atheists are often people who view themselves as intellectual, and atheism is bred in the institutions of higher learning.   Paul then develops 
The Focus of Atheism v23,25.  
They “changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man... and worshipped and served the creature rather than the creator.”  When an atheist refuses to worship God, he naturally focuses on, and exalts, man.

Then, notice 
The Consequences of Atheism.  
Paul lists three consequences, and they are severe.
-First, immorality. v24,26-28 “God gave them over to uncleanness... vile passions...”
Second, societal breakdown v29-31”Being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness...” Paul goes on to say, “they invent ways to do evil.”  What a description of our day. 
Third, celebration of immorality v32 “who... not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.”  There will be widespread acceptance and celebration of those who practice immoral lifestyles.  
The consequences of secular humanism on culture are stunning.  Someone said in response to a case of youth violence, “We have been teaching our kids they are nothing more than animals, and we shouldn’t be surprised when they start acting like animals.”  
Six Reasons Why God Exists
Maybe you were an atheist, or an agnostic, or maybe you still are, or maybe you’re a believer and sometimes you waver or doubt. Atheism is an impossible position, because to claim to know for certain that God doesn’t exist is to assert a negative.  To prove God doesn’t exist you would need to have access to every nook and cranny of the universe.  The intellectually honest position is that of an agnostic, who at least admits he doesn’t know if God exists. While the atheist position is impossible, the agnostic position is unnecessary.  To believe that God does exist, on the other hand, is an entirely reasonable position, which we will talk about now. I want us to consider from Scripture, six evidences for the existence of God.  King David wrote Psalm 19, and it’s as though somebody asked David, “How do you know  God exists?” David presents six evidences for the existence of God.  
1.The Evidence of Creation
Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God. The firmament shows his handiwork. The whole earth is full of His glory.”  Common sense tells us if there is a Creation, there must be a Creator. Just the same as if there is a building, there must be a builder.   Romans 1, which we just looked at, says, “For since the creation of the world His invisible qualities are clearly seen, so that men are without excuse.” Take a look at the Rocky Mountains in Alberta, and the Grand Canyon.  David would say the evidence for the existence of God lies in the created world.  He created it all.  Genesis 1 says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth “ex niho.”  Out of nothing.  God created the material out of which he created the universe.  God created Adam out of the dust of the earth.  But God created the dust out of which he created man.  If these is no God, who created creation? Who created matter? Who created energy?   Secular science accepts that every effect has a prior cause, except for the first cause. David believes that God is the first cause.  Atheists have no explanation for a first cause.

2. The Evidence of Design
David goes on to say, in verse 2, “ In them He has set a tabernacle for the sun… there is nothing hidden from its heat.”  David is describing the meticulous and intricate order of the earth’s relationship to the sun. “there is nothing hidden from its heat.” The sun’s heat is just the right temperature to sustain life on earth. A little further away, and the earth would freeze.  A little closer and we’d burn.  The story is told about Issac Newton in a debate with a group of atheists about the existence of God, and at the end of the night one of them was admiring Newton’s model of the solar system, and asked what skilled craftsman had made such a beautiful model.  To which Newton answered, “Would you believe me if I said, ‘No one made it.  It just happened.  Yet we have spent the evening suggesting that the real thing simply just happened without a Creator.”  Two men were looking at the skeleton of an ape in the museum, and noted that it looked remarkably similar to that of a human skeleton.  The first said, “There is the evidence of a common ancestor.”  The second responded, “No, that’s the evidence of a common designer.” 
To say the intricate design of our world, and the molecular structure of the simple cell, happened by chance, is as unlikely as suggesting the meticulous design of a Swiss watch happened by chance, or the four faces of Mount Rushmore happened as a result of the natural erosion of the elements.  Common sense tells us if there is an intentional design there must be an intentional designer.  How could the intricacies of a human single cell, that under a microscope looks as complex as a major city, be the product of chance?  Since the discovery of the DNA chromosome we know that the basic building block of life is information that is stored in the DNA strand. If information is the building block of life how can life originate from chance, when the creation of information requires an intentional intelligent designer to write the code?  David said in Psalm 139, “We are fearfully and wonderfully made.” 

3. The evidence of Awareness 
This evidence is so basic that it is easily missed.  David is aware of the presence of God throughout Psalm 19.  In Psalm 139, he says, “Where can I go from your presence?”   The very fact that a person seeks God is evidence of the existence of God.  The flip side of this point is this.  If the atheists are right that there is no god, why spend so much money buying advertising space on the sides of buses to deny something that doesn’t exist?  The Bible says we are made in God’s image and there is in the heart of every person a God consciousness.  One church father called it a God-shaped vacuum.  Ecclesiates says, “God has placed eternity in our hearts.”  That means we are born with a longing for another place beyond this one.  God said “If you seek me you will find me if you search for me with all your heart.” 

But what about the person who refuses to believe.  Isn’t that evidence then that there is no awareness?  Romans  1 says, “Although they knew God they did not glorify him as God, but became futile in their thoughts and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Professing to be wise they became fools.  Therefore God gave them over and they worshipped and served the creature  rather than the creator.”  Everyone is born with an awareness of God, but some people suppress it and God eventually gives them over to do what they want.
4.The evidence of Scripture  
The fourth evidence for the existence of God is Scripture.  God wrote a book.  And when God writes a book, it’s going to be supernatural and unique.  David says in Psalm 19:7, “The law of the Lord is perfect.... The testimony of the Lord is sure...”   David loved the Scriptures.  He says, “More to be desired are they than gold. (They are) sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.”    We looked last week at five reasons why we believe the Bible.  And we can trust it when it says, “In the beginning God...” 

Consider this.  The Bible describes God as a tri-une God.  That’s the Trinity.  Three persons in one.  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. No human mind has ever been able to adequately explain the Trinity and how Jesus could be both God and Man at the same time, and how God could be incubated in a virgin’s womb.  So if no one can adequately understand or explain the Trinity and if the Bible was written by man, why would any human mind ever conceive of a divine being that nobody could fully understand or explain.  

Man-made religions teach that there are many gods, or that there is one god. But none, other than the Bible, teach that God is one in three.  The Bible is supernatural.

The Bible teaches that no man can earn his way to heaven. That he is helpless to get to heaven.  Every man-made religion teaches that man can get to God by his own effort, because that’s the way the human mind works.  But the Bible says we can do nothing on our own to get to heaven.  That’s not the work of a man, that’s evidence of the supernatural.  

The Bible provides the only answer to the existence of evil in the world.  In Genesis 3, God said, “Don’t touch the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  But man disobeyed God and for the first time became acquainted with evil.  And that act of disobedience introduced evil to the world and for the rest of history stained the world.  That’s why David loves the Scriptures.  More to be desired are they than gold. Sweeter than honey and the honeycomb.   

5.The Evidence of a Moral Conscience

David goes on in Psalm 19:12-13, “Who can understand his errors. Cleanse me from secret faults.  Keep back your servant from presumptuous sins.  Let them not have dominion over me.   Then I shall be blameless. And I shall be innocent of great transgression.” How does David know right from wrong, and the reality of error?  The Bible teaches that God created us with a moral conscience.  Why is it that people generally value good over evil?  When you go to a movie that tells a story about a hero and a villain, why do people generally want the good guy to win and the bad guy to lose?  We value kindness over cruelty, loyalty over treachery, honesty over lies, peace over violence, helping people over harming people.  We value compassion and care over selfishness .  That’s the proof of a moral conscience.   Why is it that when we want to do the right thing, and we do the wrong thing we feel guilt?  That’s the existence of a moral conscience.   If we are the product of chance, an accident, the descendent of apes, subject to the law of the survival of the fittest, how did we develop the sense of a moral code, guided by a moral conscience?  
Some people have these invisible electric beams around their property to keep the dog in.  They attach a collar to the dog’s neck and if he gets too close to the property’s edge and impending danger beyond, he gets a little jolt from the invisible beam and it keeps him from straying into the road where he could get himself killed.  The conscience is like a trip wire to keep you safe, and it gives you a jolt when you stray down a dangerous road.  If you keep going down that road your conscience can make you downright miserable.  That’s what we call guilt.
 Where did that moral conscience come from?  How can it be just a part of the process of evolution?  A part of the process of natural selection. The Bible says God put it there. In John 8:9 it says, “Those who heard Jesus words being convicted by their conscience went out.”  It’s possible to damage that conscience, or sear it.  1 Tim 4:2 says,  “Some will depart from the faith and speak lies having their conscience seared with a hot iron.”  You can damage the conscience by continually ignoring it, at which point it ceases to perform its’ function.   That’s why some people can wilfully rebel against God without a shred of guilt. 

6.The evidence of a changed life 
David says at the end of Psalm 19, in verse 14, “Let the words of my mouth and the mediation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.”   David’s life has been changed by God.  You can sense David’s love, devotion and affection for the Lord in this Psalm.  His language has changed.  His heart has changed.  He has experienced God’s strength, His Guidance and His Presence, and His redeeming power.  There’s an old hymn that believers all over the world love to sing.  “You ask me how I know He lives. He lives within my heart.”   There are millions of people around the world who give testimony to the change He has produced in their lives, their language, and their heart.  He has given strength, guidance and presence.  He answers prayer.
Someone may say, “But what about people who claim the name of Jesus Christ and live as hypocrites?”  I would respond by asking, “Have you ever heard a Jr. High school orchestra attempting to play one of Beethoven’s symphonies?  Bless their hearts, those students try heard, but some of those orchestras are hard on the ears.  But here’s the thing.  Nobody would ever say, “What a lousy symphony Beethoven composed.”   Because you don’t evaluate the credibility of the symphony by the ineptitude of the orchestra.  And you shouldn’t evaluate Christianity based on the lifestyles of inept Christians.    

These are the facts.  In any court of law, the burden of proof is the task of producing evidence beyond reasonable doubt, Note, in an imperfect world you can’t prove anything absolutely.  What is required in a court of law is to push the case beyond reasonable doubt.     The facts of David’s testimony in Psalm 19 taken one at a time are not enough to put the existence of God beyond reasonable doubt.  But taken together, I decided a long time ago that these evidences presented 3500 years ago, easily present a case for the existence of God that pushes the case beyond reasonable doubt that God is real, and is alive and well on planet earth. 
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