
 How To Listen To A Sermon
In Mark 4:1-20, Jesus teaches the most important parable in the New Testament. The parable of the six soils.  In this passage, Jesus gives six keys for How To Listen To A Sermon. The text splits into two halves.  The first half is a simple story of a sower sowing seed into six  different soils. The second half is Jesus’ explanation of what the story means. 
The seed in the story is the gospel and the Scriptures generally. It’s a beautiful analogy of the way the Scriptures are communicated and received.  Verse 14 says, “The sower sows the Word.” There’s the meaning of the seed.  It’s the Word of God.  James 1:21 calls the Scripture the same thing when he says, “You have received the implanted Word.”  The sower is a preacher sowing the seed of the Scriptures. It’s anybody really who sows the seed of the Scriptures or shares the gospel. The six soil conditions are representative of the six heart conditions of different people who hear the seed sown.  Jesus describes three poor soils and three good soils.
So let’s begin with verse 1.  The text reads, “He began to teach...”  Jesus’ teaching was one of the hallmarks of his remarkable life.  It was one of the things that set him apart from any other historical figure.  When he taught, the Scriptures say the crowds were astonished (Matthew7:28)..  In other words, they stood with their mouths gaping open.  “Gobsmacked,” we would say.  So, He began to teach... “by the sea.”  Jesus loved to teach on the beach.  You can imagine the sound of the seagulls, the waves licking at the shore, the smell of the sea air, and the sights of the fishing boats pulling up at the water’s edge. 

“And a great multitude was gathered to him...”  There’s the crowd Mark keeps telling us about.  A great Multitude.  The word infers as many as 10,000.  That’s quite a feat, teaching 10,000 people with no public address system.  Only the sound of his projected voice.  Jesus must have had a perfectly modulated voice pattern that allowed the frequency to travel large distances on the air waves.  George Whitfield, a famous English evangelist in the 1700s, used to speak in the open fields of England in front of tens of thousands of people, and his voice was so powerful, that royalty came to hear him.  Jesus’ voice was more powerful than that.

Verse one continues, “He got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole multitude was on the land facing the sea.”  What a sight that must have been.  You know these cruise ships that feature daily bible teaching from some of the world’s best bible teachers.  You can take an Alaskan cruise with Charles Stanley, or cruise the Mediteranean with Chuck Swindoll.  Here’s where it all started.  Jesus teaching on a boat.

Verse two says, “then he taught them many things by parables...”  “Parable” means to lay alongside.  “Para” means alongside.  “Para church” means an organization that works alongside the church. A parable is a story laid alongside to illustrate a truth.  Mark continues, “and said to them in his teaching.  Listen.  Behold a sower went out to sow.”  A sower went out to sow... Verse four makes clear that it’s seed that the sower went out to sow.  A sower went out to sow seed.  Like all of Jesus’ parables, this parable is a picture drawn from the culture.  A very familiar picture that everyone would clearly understand.  And this parable is a picture taken from the agricultural backdrop.  Everybody knew what a sower was.  He carried a little bag round his neck filled with seed and he took a fistful of seed and went out and scattered the  seed on the ground.  And everyone knew what seed was.  Seed was the germ that would land on the ground and germinate, and bring forth a crop of whatever the genetic makeup of the seed was. 
Beginning in verse four, Jesus goes on to describe six different kinds of ground that the seed falls on.  Three poor soils and three good soils. The first three soils, the crowd would have readily understood.  The last three soils were a different kettle of fish altogether.   The crowd would have felt like they’d been smacked up the side of the head. 

So here’s the description of the six soils.  The first soil Jesus says is pathway type soil.  That’s hard, trampled down, impenetrable soil, and the seed can’t get in and grow.  The people would have immediately been right with Jesus on that.  Nodding their heads with recognition.  They all knew what pathway soil was like.  They all walked on paths and knew how hard the ground was.  When we were kids we used to take a shortcut through a neighbour’s  garden, and all the grass was beaten down where we walked, and nothing grew there because the ground was so hard.  And, Jesus adds, when the seed lands on pathway soil, the birds come and take it away.   Everybody understands that.  When I put grass seed out in our lawn, the birds come and eat half of it before it can get into the soil and germinate.   That’s why we put scarecrows out, to keep them away.  Although, they rarely work for me.  The birds usually build their best in it.  That’s the pathway soil. A sower goes out to sow seed and some falls on pathway soil.

Then the second soil in verse five is stony ground.  Again that’s readily understandable.  The people knew stony ground.  Much of the ground in Israel is bedrock covered in topsoil.  Shallow soil, with bedrock a few inches beneath the surface.  And the seed quickly develops a shoot, but no root. It’s shallow and the sun scorches it.  Again the people would understand that.  Years ago, at our old house, I wanted to get rid of some concrete walls.  They were six foot long, three foot wide concrete slabs.  So I got this clever idea to bury them around the lawn.  I dug long shallow, grave like pits, laid the slabs down, and put a few inches of soil over the top, then scattered grass seed on top.  Within a few weeks I had a gorgeous green lawn.  I was so proud of my ingenuity in getting rid of the slabs.  But as the summer heat bore down, the grass began to die in precise six foot long, three foot wide sections.  It looked like I had buried dead bodies all over the lawn.  The grass died, because there was bedrock under there.  The grass seed developed a shoot but no root.

Then Jesus describes a third type of ground.  Verse seven says, “Some seed fell among thorns.”  That’s thicket kind of soil.  Brush.  Weeds.  I’ve never had a green thumb.  In fact, if anyone ever asked me to look after plants it would be like putting them on death row.  But one thing I can grow in abundance in my garden is weeds.  If we ever had a competition at our church to grow the tallest weed, I’d win. The crowd knew exactly what kind of ground Jesus was talking about here. They were probably poking each other when he described this soil, because some of them probably had gardens like this.  “Oh, yeah, he must have seen old Zebedee’s back yard.  Full of thorns, thistles and weeds.  Seed cant flourish in that stuff,”  they may have said to each other.   Jesus says it began to grow but the thorns choked it.  And it yielded no crop.  So the seed grew a root, and a shoot but no fruit.

The people are right with Jesus here.  They understand exactly what He’s saying.  Some of them are probably shouting back at him saying, “That’s what I’m talking about.”   These three soils they understand.  Now they haven’t got a clue where Jesus is going with all this.  They don’t know what all this means, but they do know about soil, and sowers and sowing seeds.  So up to here, they’re with him.  

Verse eight says, “But other seed fell on good ground.”  They’re still with him.  They understand what good soil is.  Rich, dark, nutrious soil, that will incubate seed and produce good crop.  And so they’re not surprised when Jesus says it yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced.  No problem.  The farmers in the crowd knew what a bumper crop was.  All this was clear... until the next words.  Have you ever watched a movie, read a book, heard a story with a huge twist at the end?  Hitchcock was great for twist endings.  All the way along, you were following the storyline, and thought you understood what was happening, then the director throws in a twist and you go, “Wow, I never saw that one coming.”  Well, that’s exactly what happens here.  The crowd are right with Jesus.  This is a simple agricultural illustration that everybody understands, but then Jesus throws in this huge twist.   Some of this good soil  produced.. thirtyfold, other good soil produced sixtyfold, other good soil produced  a hundredfold.  Three types of good soil.    

Well now they’re all lost.  They’re standing there gobsmacked.  And here’s why. Nobody has ever heard of a seed producing a thirtyfold increase.  Not even miraclegro can produce that kind of a return. That’s ridiculous.  And what were the other two he said?  sixtyfold, hundredfold?  In that climate an average ratio of harvested grain to what had been sown was about 8 to 1. A ratio of 10 to 1 would have been considered exceptional.  A bumper crop.  So Jesus hits them with this punchline.  The seed in this story is going to land in soils that will produce 30, 60 and 100 times the investment.   What kind of seed and what kind of soil can produce that kind of harvest?  It ain’t natural. That’s for sure. While they’re all trying to figure this last statement out, Jesus says in verse nine,  “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.“ Here is the key to the parable. The parable is all about how to listen to a sermon.  Now, from this point on, we will see six principles taught here on How To Listen To a Sermon.
Principle #1- Be Hungry

The disciples heard the parable and they were hungry for more. V10.  When he was alone those around him with the twelve asked him about the parable.  So the 12 disciples plus the larger group of Jesus’ followers, knew there was more to this parable than what He had said to the crowd.  Evidently many of them went home without bothering to ask what it meant.  That’s the first principle of how to listen to a sermon.  Be hungry.  The disciples were hungry for more.  That’s why they came and asked Jesus for the explanation to the parable.  Psalm 19 says, “The Scriptures are sweeter than honey and the honeycomb.” Psalm 1 says, “Blessed is the man who’s delight is in the Law of the Lord.”  That describes the disciples’ hunger for more of the truth. You can’t listen to a sermon unless you’re hungry to learn and grow. 
I got a encouraging note from someone in our congregation who said, “Thank you for delivering Gods messages to us with courage, frankness and the power of the Holy Spirit.  Thank you for reading lots of Scripture verses, for there is power in hearing God’s Word.  I thank God that through the Holy Spirit’s sermons delivered through you, we are being conformed to the image and character of Christ.”  What encouraged me with that note is the obvious hunger for the Scriptures and the desire to be conformed to the image of Jesus.  That’s a sign of a hungry heart.  
Principle #2- Be Grateful.
Be grateful that you have a spirit that is hungry for the sermon, and that you desire to understand the sermon, and desire to grow and learn from the sermon, because that is the evidence that God’s grace is at work in your heart energizing you to understand and grow and hunger and listen.  Because without God’s grace, you wouldn’t.  That’s the point of Jesus’ words in the next verse. Verse 11 says,  “to you it has been given to know the mystery of the Kingdom of God.  But to those who are outside all things come in parables.”  Not everybody is going to understand the mystery of the Kingdom.  Not everybody will want to know the mystery of the kingdom.  That’s why you hunger for the Scriptures while others reject them.  In verse nine, Jesus had said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  Not everyone has ears to hear.  Not everyone who heard the parable about the soils cared enough to stick around and ask what it meant. You only understand if God in his grace gives you the desire and the insight to understand.  That’s what v12 means.  “Seeing they may see and not perceive, and hearing they may hear and not understand, lest they should turn and their sins be forgiven them.” 
1 Corinthians 2:14 says the same thing. “The natural man does not receive the things of the spirit, for they are foolishness to him. Nor can he understand them because they are spiritually discerned.” 
When I came to Christ back in 1980, I developed such a love for the Scriptures that I quit my job as a tool and die maker and went to Bible School, and over the years I have listened to thousands of sermons on tape and on radio and then on cds and now on the internet.  And that love for sermons and the teaching of the Scriptures has increased year after year, and that’s the evidence of the grace of God in my life.  He put that hunger for the Scriptures in my heart.    
Jesus said in John 8:47, “He who is of God hears God’s words.  Therefore you do not hear because you are not of God.” So when you hear a sermon, and are interested, and you understand what you hear, be grateful for God’s grace at work in your life.  
Principle #3-Be Attentive
Listening to the sermon and understanding it, and responding to it, is real important. It’s a front burner issue. In verse 13, Jesus says,   “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables?  This one parable about the sower and the seed and the six soil conditions is the key that unlocks all the others.  Learning how to effectively listen to the teaching of God’s Word is at the heart of properly responding to the teaching of all of God’s Word.  The way you listen to a sermon, will have a dramatic impact on your understanding of all of scripture.  That’s why we need to be attentive when we listen to a sermon, or any kind of teaching of God’s Word. Because it matters.  We tend to pay attention to that which we deem to be important.  And the way you receive the Word by listening to a sermon or by your own reading of the Scripture will define the quality of your spiritual life.    

Now Jesus is going to describe the meaning of the first three soil conditions. The poor soil conditions.  That would be the pathway soil, the shallow soil and the cluttered soil. And these three soils reveal three kinds of heart condition.  And here’s the fourth key to listening to a sermon.
Principle #4-Be Repentant.

The first three soil conditions represent three kinds of heart that don’t listen well to a sermon. And repentance from these heart conditions is what’s needed here. The first response is a heart that is like pathway soil in verse 15. These are the ones by the wayside where the Word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes along and takes away the Word that was sown in their hearts. This is a hardened, resistant, defensive, unteachable, prejudiced heart.  Pathway soil is  trampled down soil which perhaps implies  that some hearts have become hardened because they’ve been stepped on, trampled down and hurt.  But when the seed of the gospel is scattered in the direction of a person with this heart they resist, reject, and ignore the seed.  Pathway people sometimes become angry when they hear the seed sown.  Pathway people look for all kinds of excuses to reject the sermon. Some will blame the sower, or blame the way he scatters the seed.  Or blame the seed itself.  Jesus says the problem lies within.  Sometimes it’s caused by pride, stubbornness, the flesh, or self-centredness which is a form of idolatry. And the seed doesn’t penetrate and they are unteachable.  There’s no root. Notice Satan comes and takes away the Word that was sown in their hearts. It’s tragic to realize how often Satan is involved in snatching away seed that has been sown in a hard hearted person’s heart.   And there’s only one solution for pathway listeners.  Own up, admit it and repent.
The second poor soil response is in verse 16.  Jesus goes on, “These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground.”  That means they have a shallow heart, who when they hear the Word immediately receive it with gladness. Notice the characteristics of this second type of person.   They receive it immediately.  That means they receive the Word with very little consideration or thoughtfulness.  There is no pondering of the issues.  The Scriptures  deal with matters of immense significance, such as matters of eternity, life and death, how to build a marriage and family, a career, set life goals that have eternal significance, and determining what values matter most in life.  The decision about how to respond to any of these issues and how to respond to the seed of the gospel, especially the first time you hear it, should not be a decision taken lightly or casually.  It should be pondered and considered and thought about.  It is the single most important decision anyone can ever make.  Jesus said, in Luke 14:25-33, when you are making a decision whether to follow Christ, be sure to count the cost.  And in that passage He says, “otherwise you’ll be like a guy who started a building project and ran out of money, and now there sits a half built tower, a monument to a guy’s lack of foresight, care, consideration and wisdom.”  By the way there’s a lesson here for anyone who shares the gospel. When you sow seed of the gospel don’t be discouraged if the person doesn’t respond right away.  That’s a good thing.  You sow the seed, leave the rest to the Lord.  

Notice a second characteristic of this shallow soil.  They receive it with gladness.  There’s an emotional response. An emotional response does not necessarily mean a permanent response. Because they are shallow, they fall away, even though there was great emotion.  It’s fairly easy for a preacher to solicit an emotional response.  Walt Disney said the two secrets to a successful film was the ability  to make people laugh and the ability to make them cry.  Well, if Walt could do it, so can a preacher.  It’s not that hard to make people laugh and cry.  But emotional responses don’t produce permanent change.  Some preachers try to change the will.  And again, that’s not that difficult.  A preacher can manipulate a person by guilt, persuasion, or logic to make a decision of the will.  But people make decisions of the will all the time and they’re not permanent.  New Years’ Resolutions prove that point.
It’s not a changing of emotions or  changing of the will, but a changing of the mind that produces permanent change.  That’s the job of the preacher.  To change the mind.   Romans 12:2 says, “Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  The prodigal son changed the direction of his life in Luke 15:17, when it says,  “When he came to his senses...”  Something changed in his mind.   2 Peter 1:3 says, “His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness through the knowledge of Him who called us.”  It’s the knowledge of God that changes lives, Peter says.  And knowledge is a function of the mind. It’s a changing of the mind that produces permanent change.   

Gladness and joy are not certain signs of conversion.  In fact, humility and sorrow over sin is a far more definite Biblical sign that the Word has taken root.  Jesus said, “Blessed are those who are poor in spirit” (Matthew 5:3).  In other words, “Blessed are those who understand they are spiritually bankrupt.”  Then he goes on in the Beatitudes by saying, “Blessed are those who mourn.”  That means we should be heartbroken over our spiritual bankruptcy.   

Then a third characteristic of this shallow heart is that they cave in under pressure.  Verse 17 says, “Then when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the Word immediately they fall away.”  They have  no root and endure only for a while.  When trouble comes, they stumble.  God intends pain, suffering and difficulty to do to us what fire does to gold.  It refines it. David said, “Before I was afflicted I went astray.  But now I keep your Word... It is good for me that I have been afflicted.  That I may learn Your statutes” (Psalm 119:67,71). But when the soil of your heart is shallow, then when fire comes, you become bitter instead of better.  And the remedy for a shallow heart is to own up and repent.
The third heart condition in verse 18, is what I call the cluttered heart.  These are the ones sown among thorns.  They hear the Word, and presumably receive it initially, but it’s life gets choked out by three things.  Cares of the world, greed for riches, and desires for other things. In other words, mental clutter.  The result is that there’s no life change.  There’s a root, and a shoot, but no fruit.   There’s nothing to indicate that the seed of the gospel has taken hold and is growing.  There’s no love for God, for Jesus, or the Scriptures. There’s no desire to honour the Father, there’s no  shedding of sin, no brokenness over sin, no change of attitudes, behaviour or language.  There’s no fruit and no change.  And the remedy is to fess up and repent.      
Notice that all three of these poor heart conditions are so close to grace.  They’re close enough to get splashed by the seed when it’s sown.  That means they probably come to church once in a while, or maybe even every week, and they hear the seed of the gospel sown, and hear of God’s love, grace, mercy and tenderness along with His magnificent, sovereign power and His perfect holiness, justice and judgement.  They’re like the Athenians, when Paul said to the people of Athens, in Acts 17:27, “God is not far from each one of us.”  Romans  2:4 says, “It is his kindness that leads us to repentance.”  The nearness of His grace and kindness ought to break up the pathway soil, or deepen the shallow soil or clear the cluttered soil and produce repentance. 
Notice also that the response of these three soils is not describing a one time event, but an overall life orientation. A genuine believer can come to church and occasionally experience these three poor soil, heart conditions.  A believer can sometimes be hardened and resistant to the sermon just like pathway soil. Or a believer may sometimes receive the sermon in a shallow fashion, and accept it for a while with gladness,  just like the shallow soil.  And yet there’s no root and it burns off and doesn’t endure.  Then it’s possible to be a believer and hear a sermon and be so cluttered by life that the worries and concerns of life squeeze out your faith, like toothpaste out of a tube. I have on accession come to church with all three of those heart conditions. However the difference between a believer and an unbeliever is that, while both can experience similar heart conditions, the believer’s condition will be temporal, not permanent.  The resistance will relate to a sermon here or there.  The believer’s inability to respond appropriately to a sermon will be a temporary lapse rather than a permanent orientation.   Whereas the unbeliever’s response will be a dominant, defining, persistent orientation over a prolonged period where there will be a failure of the seed to take root and bear fruit.  The three poor soil conditions are describing and defining a life orientation, not a one time event. 
One more thing about these three soils.  You see now why this parable is the key to all the others.  If you don’t understand this, and you have a heart of poor soil and you don’t repent, you won’t understand the gospel or any other scripture truth.  There will be no life change, and your entire eternity is in the balance. 
Principle #5-Be Receptive, Humble and Surrendered  
Now we’re into the three good soils describing three good hearts. Verse 20 says, “But these are the ones sown on good soil.  Those who hear the word, accept it and bear fruit.”  They hear, accept, and bear fruit.  That requires that you be receptive-you don’t resist, argue, get angry, disagree, or be sceptical.  You receive.  Then it requires humility.  That’s a recognition that we need to grow.  We have much to learn.  We need to change.  We are flawed people.  We may be opinionated, but we’re sometimes wrong.  And some of our biggest flaws are in our blind spots.  We can’t see them.  That’s why Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount,  “Why do you try to take the speck out of your brother’s eye when there’s a humongous big plank in your own eye?”  There’s a human propensity to magnify lesser flaws in others and minimalize the more serious flaws in ourselves.  And in the context, Jesus is saying that the sin in our blind spot is the sin of self-righteousness.  That’s the biggest unseen flaw of all.  A good soil heart has the insight and humility to admit that it’s wrong and that it’s flawed, and needs to grow.  Good soil crushes pride and doesn’t give pride an inch.  Good soil people don’t critique  the sermon, they let the sermon critique them.  
Then surrender. That means unquestioned obedience.    Jesus says in Matt 7:24, “Therefore whoever hears my words and obeys them, he will be like a wise man who built his house on a rock.”  James 1:22 says, “Be doers of the word and not hearers only.”  You obey what the Spirit is telling you to do through the sermon. A sermon without obedience is a sermon short-circuited.    
Principle #6-Be Expectant.  
Verse 20 says that the “good soil” kind of heart  bears fruit.  More specifically, three kinds of good soil produces three kinds of fruit.  Some thirtyfold, some sixtyfold, some hundredfold.  I could have said “Be fruitful” rather than “be expectant” here.  But that’s not our responsibility. We don’t produce the fruit-it’s supernatural.  No farmer could ever produce that kind of crop. I’ve already mentioned that in that climate an average ratio of harvested grain to what had been sown was about 8 to 1. A ratio of 10 to 1 would have been considered exceptional.  A bumper crop.  But the seed in this story is going to land in soils that will produce thirty, sixty and hundred times return on the investment.   That’s describing the soil of your heart and the point is that it’s supernatural soil. When you respond well to a sermon it’s because God has worked a supernatural activity in your spirit.  It’s God who gives you the grace to understand.  It’s supernatural.   You can’t produce the fruit.  God produces it.  All we have to do is expect it.  The real work of evangelism belongs to God, not us. We water and plant but God gives the increase.  You may ask, “What is this supernatural fruit that will be produced?  What will it look like?  Here it is-simple.  Fruit is anything in your life that God produces.  When we listen to the sermon, and the sermon helps us to love God, and love Jesus, and love the Scriptures, and love people, and love the church, and love lost people, and love to grow, that’s supernatural fruit.   When the sermon motivates you to share your faith with lost people, and lost people respond to your testimony, that’s supernatural fruit.  When the sermon encourages you to be broken over sin, and put sin to death, and repent from negative attitudes and unforgiveness  or an impure thought life or dishonouring behaviour, that’s supernatural fruit.  And the fruit endures, it’s permanent.  Some hearts will produce a 30 fold return, some will produce a 60 fold return and some  will produce a 100 fold return.  That’s referring to the size of kingdom influence.  We concentrate on cultivating the heart of good soil that responds rightly to the sermon and God will take care of the fruit.  He will produce the fruit.  We take care of the root, he’ll take care of the fruit.  
The sower can’t produce fruit, all we do is sow seed. The preacher can’t produce fruit.  I used to think if I use a different style, then I’d be a more effective preacher. Jesus says the sower sows the seed.  That’s all the sower does.  It’s a pretty simple job really.  Just scatter the seed.  No special gifts, abilities, personality, no special tricks or clothes.  Just a sower with  his wee bag full of seed, scattering the seed.   That’s all a preacher is.  A sower sowing seed. That’s all we all are.  Sowers.  That’s our responsibility.  To scatter the gospel.  Acts 1:8 says, “you will be my witnesses.”  We are seed scatterers.  That’s the only thing we do as a church here on earth that we won’t do in heaven.  We’ll worship in heaven, fellowship, serve, hear the word, love people, love God, but we won’t scatter seed to lost people in heaven.  The whole point of the church on earth is to be sowers.  And there’s nothing special about the sower and there’s nothing special about the sowing.  The sowers are just ordinary people, and they just sow in an ordinary way.  There’s nothing clever or special about the way the sower scatters the seed.  That means when the seed is sown, whether it’s the preacher sowing or you sowing with a friend at work, the results have very little to do with the way I or you deliver the seed, and very little to do with the skills and abilities of me or you.  The critical factors are the condition of the recipient’s heart  and the purity of the seed.  I used to wonder if I sweetened the message would that make me a more effective preacher. Make it more palatable and comfortable.  Make it more customer friendly.  Talk about some parts of the Bible but not others.  Talk about heaven but not hell, the benefits of following Jesus but not the cost, God’s love but not God’s wrath.  But that’s altering the genetic code of the seed.  If you mess with the seed of the gospel it’s like messing with the genetic code of a seed.  You get mutated crops.  I bought a huge bag of carrots recently for a buck and when I got home, and opened up the bag, the carrots were the size of cucumbers.   They were genetically enhanced.   Somebody messed with the genetic code of the carrot seed. You mess with the genetic code of the Scriptures and only teach part of the Scriptures you end up with a mutated church. Paul said in Acts 20:27, “I never hesitated to give you the whole counsel of God.”  He warned Timothy that people will gather around them teachers who will tickle their ears.  We are to sow the pure, simple, complete seed of the gospel and the Word of God.   And the seed will find its way into good soil, and it will produce a harvest in some thirtyfold, some sixtyfold and some hundredfold.  Well, we know that don’t we.  You take three people who love Jesus, and they all make different sizes of kingdom contributions.  One of them may have a small but meaningful kingdom  influence, the next one may have a more significant kingdom impact, then you have someone like Charles Stanley who has a massive global Kingdom impact. And often you have no idea of the kingdom impact your life will make.  My grandfather came to Christ in his thirties, after he served in the trenches in World War One.  He came back to Belfast and worked in the Gas Works.  And someone with a heart of good soil led my grandfather to Christ.  My grandfather subsequently led many others to Christ through his open air preaching and hospital visitation.  That unknown man’s life produced 30, or 60 or maybe 100 fold because of the influence of my grandfather.  And then my grandfather was heavily instrumental in my coming to Christ, and any good that I have contributed to the kingdom, accrues to my grandfather’s fruitfulness, and ultimately to the guy who led him to the Lord.  So who’s to say what the return on your life is going to be, so long as you receive the seed with humility and obedience, and it takes root and grows.  Then God, in his grace, will produce fruit in your life.  Changed attitudes and changed thought patterns and changed language and changed behaviour and changed priorities and changed relationships, and he will use your life to spill over into the lives of some other people. .  
Perhaps this lesson will be the one that’ll change your life for eternity. Maybe you’ve never heard the message of the gospel before.  Or maybe you’ve heard it before, but it’s always landed in poor soil conditions. Here’s the message of the Gospel again. 
God Loves you and made you in His image.  John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world...” 

We turned our back on God and are now separated from Him. Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.“  
Jesus Christ died so that we could live forever. Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his love for us this way.  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
We must receive God’s gift for it to become ours. Romans 6:23 says, “The gift of God is eternal life.”  Each of us must receive this gift by faith, believing in Jesus Christ.  Acts 16:31 says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”  

As you hear this seed sown in your heart, you are so near God’s grace.  Will you let God’s kindness lead you to repentance.  Has your heart been hardened pathway soil?  Has it been shallow bedrock soil, or has it been cluttered weeds?  Let his grace and love and kindness melt your heart.  Repent.  Come to your senses. 


You can express your response by praying something along these lines. “Dear Lord, I am sorry for all my sins.  Thank you for dying on the cross for me.  Please forgive me.  I now surrender my life to you from this day forward.  Amen.” 

Maybe you’re a believer, and you’re in a season of discouragement at the moment.  Perhaps your heart has become hardened, or shallow, or cluttered. This is your day to let the kindness of God lead you to repentance. Remember what it was like when you first came to Christ. Remember that first love.  Whatever it is you think you need to make you happy, if it’s not the recapturing of your first love, then you’re wrong. Let the heat of the Son of God, melt your heart, and let Him do what He did at the first. Will you repent?

I did a funeral for a good friend of mine a few years ago, after a long bout with cancer.  He was only 55. He was a Newfoundlander, and had a lot of brothers.  At the funeral, I spoke about the things I’m talking about here, and I said that Frank was in heaven, because he trusted Jesus as his personal Lord and Saviour.  Then I asked people to bow their heads and close their eyes.  The service was over.  All we needed to do was pray.  And I prayed a closing prayer.  And I prayed for no more than 30 seconds.  Not a long prayer.  But when I opened my eyes, standing there right beside me was one of the brothers, in a power stance with his feet apart, ramrod straight, and his hands behind his back, staring right at me.  Now I’ve done a lot of funerals over the years, but this was something you don’t see every day.  And I was a little startled.  I had heard that this brother was the black sheep of the family, and with the black suit on, looked kinda like a Mafia Don.  And I thought, “I’ve said something that’s upset him.” Then he said, “Pastor I’d like to say something.”  And I stepped back from the mike.  What else could I do?  I wasn’t about to say “No.”  And he said, in that unmistakable maritime accent, “Those of you that know me, know that all my life I’ve been a bit of an orangatan.  And I just want you to know that I’ve been doing a lot of thinking.  And with my brother dying, I realize life’s short. And I want you all to know, that as of today, I’m giving my life to Jesus Christ.  I’ve turned my back on Him long enough.  He loved me enough to die for me, and I want you all to know that I want to life the rest of my life, honouring Him for loving me.”  Then he said, “And that’s all I want to say.” And we hugged. And the place applauded.  And he sat down.  And I breathed a sigh of relief.  And I said, “So now we know. God loves orangatans.”  And he loves you.  Will you trust him today?  This is a front burner issue.  It’s the most important decision you can ever make in your life.  The Bible says, “Today is the accepted time, today is the day of salvation.”  Open your heart.  You are so near God’s grace.   You’re in the vicinity of scattered seed because of God’s grace.  Will you let His kindness lead you to repentance?     
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