
                The Meaning of Baptism
In Mark 1:8, John the Baptist says, “I indeed baptize you with water but He (meaning Jesus) will baptize you  with the Holy Spirit.”  Then the next three verses 9, 10 and 11 describe Jesus’ baptism.  Two ordinances were given to the New Testament Church-Communion and Baptism.  An ordinance, by definition, is an outward physical act that portrays an inward spiritual experience.  Communion is practiced on a regular basis.  Water baptism is a one-time occurrence at the start of your Christian experience.  I remember as a wee boy, watching the men in the church prepare for a baptism.  I was fascinated to  watch them take the floorboards up from the platform and I couldn’t believe it when I saw  underneath the floor, a big tank filled with water. That was their baptismal tank.  
Back in the 1800s, in England, during one of the revivals, they were baptizing so many people in the middle of winter, that they had to break the ice in the river to get them all baptized.  Now when a bunch of Baptists join the polar bear club to get baptized, you know a revival has occurred.  I remember my own baptism in 1981.  I remember saying that night, at 20 years of age, “my only regret is that I didn’t do this sooner.”  The first baptism we did at our church, meeting in a school, when we were church planting was in a garbage can. We borrowed the school recycling bin and hooked up a water heater borrowed from the local  swimming pool supply store. We baptized four people right there in the recycling bin.  Our daughter, Jocelyn, was baptised recently in a hot tub that was set right in the  middle of the floor. Baptisms are one of my favourite services in the life of the church. 
The Importance of Baptism
We know baptism must be important because Jesus was baptised.  Jesus commanded us to be baptised in the Great Commission.  In Mark 16:15 He said,  “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”  Eleven of the New Testament books talk about baptism in some way or other. And in the book of Acts there are nine separate instances of people being baptized.  And every single one of them took place immediately after the person baptized had become a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. There are no instances in the New Testament of somebody becoming a Christian one day and then years later, being baptized. That speaks to the importance of this event.  It wasn’t something to be put off.  Although they were baptised right away, there is however great disparity on where they were baptised in Scripture.  Jesus was baptised in the Jordon River.  The Ethiopian eunuch was travelling through the desert, and Philip came along and pointed him to Christ and he said, “Here is water. What stops me being baptized?” And they must have come across some kind of pool or pond and he was baptized in the pond.  The Philippian jailer, who Paul led to Christ in a jail, was baptized right there and then. So there must have been a tank or something in the jail. There’s no restrictions on where a baptism can happen. They didn’t baptize in the church building in the early church for the simple reason they didn’t have any church buildings. They didn’t have church buildings for about 300 years. 
The form, or style, of Baptism
Different denominations practice different forms or modes of baptism.  Some groups sprinkle the person with water. Some pour water over the person. At our church, we baptize by full immersion.  The person comes right down into the water and goes right under the water. At my sister’s church in Brighton some time ago, where they baptise by full immersion, they baptised a rather tall person and for some reason as he was being baptised, he didn’t go all the way under, and they lifted him back up out of the water, and up the stairs he went, and out he got, and went back to the change room, to dry off and change.  Some of the folks in the congregation saw that he didn’t go all the way under. I guess they had cameras and projected it on the screen for people to see, and they asked that he be re-baptised.  So this poor guy, had to come back down into the tank and they re-baptised him, and made sure he went all the way under.  I think they  probably kept him under there for a while to give everybody time to check and  be satisfied that he was well and truly baptised.  The pastor must have felt a bit like the umpire at the baseball game where he made a wrong call, and then checked the video replay and realized he was wrong.  I never thought we’d have to do video replays of the baptism to make sure it was done right. 
I don’t want to belabour this point about the form, or mode, of baptism.  But notice that Jesus seems to have been immersed completely.  You can see that for a couple of reasons. One, the word “baptizo” means “to immerse,” not “pour,” or “wet” or “sprinkle.”  It means “to immerse fully.”  Second, Jesus was baptised by John in the Jordan River, not by the banks of the Jordan, but in the Jordan.  In fact, John 3:23 tells us that John baptised at a place in the Jordan were the water was deep.  You only need deep water if you’re fully immersing people.  Third, Mark says that Jesus came up from the water, again indicating that he went down into it, if he was to come up out of it.  So, that’s why we practice baptism by fully immersion.  Because we believe that’s how Jesus was baptised.    

Why Jesus was baptized

But why was Jesus baptized?  In Matt 3:13 it says, “Jesus came to John to be baptized by him.”  John wondered about that, and in Matt. 3:14, he actually initially refused to baptise Jesus. But here’s four reasons why Jesus was baptised by John.  
1.To fulfill all righteousness.   That’s what Jesus says, in Matt 3:15.  In other words, it is the Father’s will that Jesus be baptized.
2.To picture his own death, burial  and resurrection. In Luke 12:50, Jesus says, “I have a baptism to be baptised with,”  referring to his death. Rom 6:3-4 talks about being baptized into the  death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. So baptism is a picture of Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection, and Jesus is painting an early picture of that future event.
3.To Identify completely with us.  Our baptism is an identification with Jesus.  When believers in the first century were baptised, the baptism came at a great cost to many, because that was the public identification with Christ.  After publically declaring allegiance to Christ, some lost their jobs, some lost their marriage, some lost friends, some lost their freedom and ability to buy and sell.  Some men were fed to lions and the women were tied to posts around the amphitheatre and doused with oil and lit to provide illumination for the games.  And that is still happening today, to Christians who publically identify with Christ through baptism in some countries around the world. That’s why some were pseudo Christians, and secretly followed Jesus, and refused baptism because they were afraid  to publically identify with him.  John 1:14 says “Jesus became flesh and dwelt among us.”  He identified with us.  And just as we identify with Jesus through baptism He identifies with us through baptism. 

4. To affirm His identity by the Father.  The Father uses this opportunity to picture the Father, Son and Holy Spirit together, and He says, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  I believe besides the Father affirming the Son, it also affirms what the Father thinks of every person who gets baptised.  I believe when a follower of Jesus Christ is baptized,  the Father says, “This is my child, and in the process of baptism, I am well pleased with her.” 
The Meaning of Baptism 

Now, let’s move on to the meaning of Baptism.  Charles Price, the Pastor of Peoples Church, preached a series of sermons on baptism, and his thoughts were an inspiration for some of what I want to share with you here about the meaning of baptism. In Ephesians Chapter 4, Paul says there is “one Lord, one faith, one baptism.” But when you read the New Testament you discover that two baptisms are described. The Scriptures talk about a baptism with the Spirit, or by the Spirit, and it talks about baptism in water.  But if there is only one baptism, then clearly the two baptisms described must be somehow one and the same. Thus, we conclude that water baptism is a symbol or a picture of baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Now that phrase “baptism with” or “by the Spirit” occurs only seven times in the New Testament. Five of those times are referring to the Day of Pentecost (you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit) and that was of course the great inauguration of this new church era when the Spirit of God came to live within people.  Then there is one reference to a man called Cornelius who was a Gentile convert and it is spoken of there as him being baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
But none of those references explain what that means. In 1 Corinthians Chapter 12,  Paul explains it. And he says, “We were all baptized by one Spirit into one body.”  And the one body into which we were baptized by the Spirit  is Christ Himself. You are baptized into Jesus Christ. 

The meaning of baptism then is that it is a picture of your relationship to Jesus Christ.  I do a lot of weddings and at every wedding every couple brings along a couple of rings.  And the wedding couple exchanges those rings at the wedding ceremony.  And when they wear those rings everybody knows that the couple are married.  The rings aren’t the marriage, they are symbolic, a picture, of the marriage.  Baptism is a bit like the wedding ring.  Baptism doesn’t make you a Christian any more than buying a wedding ring and slipping it on your finger makes you married.  It’s a picture.  

In Romans Chapter 6:3-4, baptism is described as a picture of a believer’s identification with Jesus in his death, burial and resurrection.  Notice the degree to which we identify with Jesus.  Baptism is a picture of the reality that when we believe in Jesus, somehow we died with Jesus, somehow we were buried with Jesus and somehow we were resurrected with Jesus.  This is another reason why I think baptism by immersion is the preferred form of baptism.  Scripture doesn’t actually say this, but it’s interesting that the action of a person going down into the water has the appearance of death, and the action of being beneath the surface of the water has the appearance of burial, and the action of coming up out of the water has the appearance of resurrecting from death and burial.   Now let me try to explain the reality behind those three elements, that we died with Jesus,  we were buried with Jesus and we were  resurrected with Jesus. When we died  with Jesus, that means we are free from the consequences of sin.  Second, when we were buried with Jesus, that means we are forgiven for sin. And third,  when we were resurrected with Jesus, that means we have power to overcome sin.   
We Died with Christ

Let’s develop these three concepts  a little further.  Lets talk first about the death of Jesus.  Romans 5:6 says,  “When we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”  Romans 5:8 says, “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Isaiah 53:11 tells us that He died for our sins. It says, “He shall bear their iniquities.” 1 Peter 3:18 says the same thing,  “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust.” 2 Corinthians 5:21 also makes the same point when it says, “for he made him who knew no sin to be sin for us.”  So Jesus died, and He took all off our sin on the cross with Him when He died.  

But not only did Jesus die, and not only did He die for our sin on the cross, but we so identify with Jesus that we died with him. Romans 6:3: says, “Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?”  Verse 4 says,  “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death.”  Verse 5 says, “If we have been united with him like this in his death…”  Verse 6 says, “We know that our old self was crucified with Him…”  Verse 8 says,  “Now if we died with Christ…” 

But not only have we died with Christ, we have also died to sin.  Romans 6:11 says,  “Count yourselves dead to sin…” 6:2 says, “We died to sin.”  It isn’t just that Christ died for you; you died in Christ, and in so doing, you died to sin.  Galatians 2:20 says it best, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.”  2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation, the old is gone the new has come.”  You are united with Christ in His death. It’s as though you died.  So your baptism is a picture of your identification with Jesus’ death.  It’s as though you died to self and sin. And it is effectively pictured by you descending into the water.  We demonstrate this by having the person fall backwards into the water, symbolic of dying.  When our daughter Jocelyn was baptised, the guy baptizing her, had her fall forward three times.  She went down under  the water face first, then up and down and up and down again.  As a picture of surrender to the Lord Jesus Christ.   He brought her up one more time again, of course.  He didn’t leave her down there.  So it’s the same idea.  Dying with Jesus. 

Justified from sin

Now what does it mean that we  died with Christ?  Two things.  It means first that, you have been justified.  Rom 5:9 says, “having now been justified by His blood we shall be saved from wrath through Him.”  When I was a new Christian I learned the little definition of justified. Justified means “just as if I’d never sinned.”  That was helpful but it’s not really accurate.  The consequences of justification are as though I’d never sinned.  But that’s not what the word means. 

Let me illustrate this. Suppose my wife gets a speeding ticket.  I say this because in 24 years of marriage she has never gotten a speeding ticket.  Not because she never speeds, she just never gets caught.  I on the other hand, rarely speed, and get tickets on a regular basis.  Belinda has suggested that I should set up an automatic monthly withdrawal.  Anyway, the only way Belinda gets a ticket is if I imagine it.  So imagine Belinda gets this ticket  and she  goes to court and pleads her case and is found guilty and the judge sentences her to pay a fine of $250.  And suppose I’m with her and feel sorry for her. After giving her an appropriate lecture on learning her lesson and driving the speed limit I go over to the cashier counter and pay the $250.  Belinda then receives an invoice stamped with the word “paid.”  That means, the debt’s been paid, the account is closed.  A satisfactory amount has now been deposited with the cashier.  Belinda is now justified before the court by the payment of $250.  Rom 5:9 says, “We are justified by the blood of Jesus.”  That means the payment of Jesus’ shed blood has satisfied the wrath of the Father. I read a story of a young woman this week, plagued with guilt about a bad decision she had made years ago, and had asked forgiveness of the Lord many, many times, and couldn’t stop coming back to the canyons of guilt again and again.  Finally, someone pointed out to her, “It’s not your failure that’s on trial here.  It’s the blood of Christ that’s on trial.  Is the blood of Christ sufficient to pay for your mistake, and justify you, and satisfy the wrath of the Father?”  If the Father is satisfied, why do we still feel so guilty?  When you died with Christ you were justified. 

Suppose that after the fine is paid for the speeding ticket, Belinda still feels guilty and goes back to that cashier, and says, “Excuse me, but I still feel guilty about that speeding ticket. Can I pay another 20 bucks to this account?  The cashier will say, “Sorry, it’s been paid in full.  You can’t give any more to satisfy the account.  The account is justified.”   Though, not everyone feels that guilty. A man wrote a letter to the Tax Revenue service with some cash  enclosed.  The note said, “My conscience has been bothering me about some taxes I owe to the government.  Please accept the enclosed cash as payment.  P.S. If my conscience still bothers me, I’ll send the rest.”  The account isn’t always paid in full.   “We are redeemed,” says Peter, “not by the blood of bulls and goats but the precious blood of Christ.” That is the currency on which we are forgiven.  And there is nothing you can add to the account to gain any fuller forgiveness than the forgiveness granted by the blood of Jesus.
In Scotland, a notice would hang outside the prison gate when someone received the death penalty. . It was a tradition, and was done every time somebody was hanged. And the wording would say something like this.  “On such and such a date at Barlinnie Prison, Glasgow, so and so (naming the criminal) was justified at 9 a.m.”  What does that mean? He was justified at 9 a.m. – that’s the moment he was hanged. Did it mean it was as though he hadn’t done it? No, of course he had done it. But it meant the case closed at 9 a.m. this morning. The payment was made, the court was satisfied. Justice was done.  The judge took off his wig and went home. The lawyers assigned to his case had to find a new job, a new case. It’s over. There is no ground in which this incident for which this man has been hanged can ever reappear in a court of law. He has been justified. He has paid the price and satisfied the law. What does it mean for you and me to be justified? It means the case is over. You weren’t hanged; you were crucified. And that’s why the devil has no grounds for his favourite ministry, which is of being the accuser of the brethren. It’s one of the ministries he is described as having, if ministry is the right word for it - he accuses people.

Let me come at this another way.  There are two attributes of God that have particular relevance regarding our sin.  And they are justice and mercy.  God is just and he is merciful.  He tells us to be the same.  In Micah 6:8 he says, “He has shown you, O man what is good and what does the Lord require of you, but to do justly and to love mercy.”  Why? Because God is just and merciful. Justice deals with sin from a legal or forensic position and mercy deals with sin from a compassionate position.  Let me illustrate the difference.  Suppose I go down to Tim Hortons and ask for a large coffee, double, double.  And the lady pours it and gives it to me and asks for some money.  And I check my pockets and realize I have no money.  Now I’m in a fix.  And so I do what any pastor would do, I ask if I can have it for nothing.  I appeal to her mercy.  I ask for a little compassion.  I tell her I don’t have very much money.  Now, what will she tell me to do?  Probably, she will say “Buzz off,” and tell me to let the paying customers place their order.  Perhaps if she knows me, she may have pity on me and let me off.  When you appeal to mercy it’s always a toss up whether you will get it or not. 
But suppose I remember that I have one of these little Tim Cards in my pocket.  Suppose someone gave me one as a gift.  Somebody would have to go into Tim Horton’s ahead of time and put $20 bucks on this card.  They’re called reloadable cards.  Somebody would go in to Tim Hortons ahead of time and hand over $20 and they apply that $20 to this account.  They put money in the bank.  So I hand over this card to the lady and she swipes it, and the money on that card pays the full amount of the debt I owe for that coffee.  That’s justice.  A satisfactory payment has been paid for the debt owed.  That’s not mercy. It’s justice. It has nothing to do with mercy.  Because somebody paid in advance. Now what’s the best way to pay for a cup of coffee?  To  plead for mercy, and kindness and compassion, or to hand over a card on which someone has paid in advance and already graciously loaded it up with the full payment required, plus so much more to pay for many more cups of coffee?  

Jesus’ death put money on the card.  His blood paid the full amount of your debt.  So when you come to God for forgiveness, God doesn’t forgive you because he feels sorry for you, or because He is merciful.  He forgives you for legal and forensic reasons.  Because your debt has already been paid.  There’s already money in the cash register.  There’s already a balance on the card.  God is good, and merciful, and kind and compassionate and gracious.  That’s why Jesus died, and put the money on the card in the first place.  It was his grace that put Jesus on the cross, but it’s His justice that removes your sin. There are two ways to spell the Christian life. One way to spell it is D-O – do, do, do. What do I have to do? I am asked that all the time, “What do I have to do to inherit eternal life?” What do I have to do to satisfy God?  Tragically many Christians live the same way with no assurance that they are pleasing to the Father, and going to heaven.  The way to spell the Christian life is D-O-N-E – done. It’s not what we do; it’s what Christ has done. And I have become united with Him and therefore it has all been done. 
Freed from bondage to sin
Now this raises  an important question.  Why can’t we go on sinning since forgiveness is so readily available? That’s exactly the question Paul raises in Romans 6:1-2. “Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?”  “No,” he says, “because how shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?”  
And that’s the second inference to having died with Jesus.  The first is that we are justified for sin.  The second is that when you died with Christ, you were also freed from bondage to sin.  Romans 6:6 says, “knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed from sin.” V9 says, “death no longer has dominion over him.” 
And what is the application of that?  Verse12 says, “therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.”  V14 says, “for sin shall not have dominion over you.” V18 says, “Having been set free from sin.” V22 says, “having now been set free from sin.”  Let me quote carefully Verse 9 again,  “We know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again” (and neither can you); “death no longer has mastery over him” (nor over you).
The story is told of a career criminal, who had spent  his life compulsively stealing and lying and fighting, and couldn’t seem to help himself.  He found Christ in his prison cell and when he got released from prison he went to a little chapel in town.  As he sat at the back of the church he saw two tablets of the Ten Commandments, and as he read them he realised that before he met Christ these commandments were statements of condemnation.  “Thou shalt not steal,” “thou shalt not give false witness,” “thou shalt not kill,” “thou shalt not covet.”  But now that he had died with Christ, the power of sin over his life was broken, and these commandments were now promises.  “You’re not in bondage  to stealing anymore, therefore you won’t steal anymore.” “You’re not in bondage to lying  anymore.”  “You’re not in bondage to violence anymore.  Because sin shall not have dominion over you anymore.”  Baptism is a picture that you have died with Christ.  When you went down into that water you were symbolically painting a picture, that you have been justified for sin and that you have been freed from the power of sin.
We are Buried with Christ

Let’s move on now to the second meaning of baptism.  We have died with Christ.  Now the second meaning of baptism is that we have been buried with Christ.  That is effectively pictured when you are under the surface of the water.  

Romans 6: 4 says, “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death.” In Colossians Chapter 2:12, Paul says that we have been buried with Him in baptism.  In 1 Corinthians 15:3, Paul gives the essential facts of the gospel and they include this: “That Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.”  The emphasis on the burial of Jesus is interesting.  Matthew goes into detail describing how Joseph of Arimathea asked for Jesus’ body after he died, and placed it in a new tomb.  John even tells us there was a garden there. Jesus really shouldn’t have been buried, because most crucifixion victims in that area were incinerated by being thrown onto a fire that burned continuously in the Valley of Gehenna, which is a very little, but very sharp valley outside the southern wall of the city of Jerusalem. It was really the rubbish dump of Jerusalem. All the garbage was thrown down into that little gully and there was a fire at the bottom which continually burned. And so the garbage was being burned all the time. And everybody from Jerusalem would bring their garbage and dump it there. And the carcasses of animals that had died were thrown onto this fire in the Valley of Gehenna.  And the bodies of criminals who had been executed were thrown onto this fire. 

The two thieves that were crucified on either side of Jesus would have been taken and dumped there. That was the normal process. And the family had no rights of access to that body. But Jesus’ body was not placed there. It was now the possession of the Roman authorities.  And so He was buried according to Roman law, as a criminal.  Jesus’ burial was an aberration,  and I believe was very specifically architected by the Heavenly Father.  But why was that?  Why does the burial of Jesus loom so large in the crucifixion story?  Why is it mentioned in Romans 6, and why is it mentioned as an integral component of the gospel in 1 Corinthians 15.  The answer is that we can’t say for sure.  The Scriptures don’t tell us specifically.  But here’s what I believe.
There is a finality about burial.  When somebody dies, the period between their death and their burial is often a very difficult time. People talk a lot about the person who has just died of course, and very often they speak in the present tense about that person.  But the day of the funeral is very intense.  There are two moments at a funeral which incidently many Canadians avoid.   The closing of the casket and the lowering of the casket into the ground.  Because both of those events ram home the finality of the death.  In Canada, at the graveside we traditionally leave the casket sitting on top of the open grave, and it’s not lowered until everyone leaves.  I remember standing at the grave of my grandfather when I was a wee boy, in Belfast.   The coffin was lowered on ropes into the hole, and the men grabbed the shovels and shovelled the dirt right into the hole on top of the casket.  And I knew at that moment that my grandpa was gone.  The burial rammed home the finality that he was gone and wasn’t coming back.  The finality of burial is reflected in its use in our language.  We have an expression when an old offence is dragged up out of the woodwork.  We say, “Hey, that was dead and buried a long time ago.” What we mean by that is, “It’s gone; it’s done with.”  I believe the burial of Christ means that He not only took my sin on Himself on the cross; He not only died to my death,  but the sin that was the cause of that death has been buried with Him. It is over. It is gone. It’s done with.  And the symbolism of that aspect of baptism is not only that I died with Christ, but me, and my sin is buried with Him. That reflects the finality of forgiveness for sin
There’s an old hymn that goes like this: “Buried with Christ and raised with Him too. What is there left for me to do? Simply to cease from struggling and strife. Simply to walk in newness of life.”   Notice the words  “buried with Christ – what is there left for me to do?”  To illustrate the finality of the burial of sin, let me show you some beautiful pictures in scripture of what God has done with our sin.  
God puts our sin in the ocean

In Micah Chapter 7:18 it says “Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.”
The idea of God hurling our iniquities into the depths of the sea is that it is beyond recovery. We see the problem of getting down to the sea bed as BP tried to fix the problem with the damaged oil pipe in the Gulf of Mexico. Ironically, the environmentalist lobby is partly to blame here because they are responsible for the prohibitions against near-shore drilling and have forced the oil rigs into deeper water and that’s why they can’t get the problem fixed.  In shallower water it would have been repaired long ago. 
Micah says, “You have taken our sins and you have dumped them in the sea and they have sunk and they have gone.” Corrie Ten Boom, a very beautiful Dutch lady, used to say that when God threw our sins into the depths of the sea, He put up a sign that says, “No Fishing”.   Buried with Christ.  But a lot of us do go fishing there. Some of you go fishing there. 

One of the biggest holds the devil has on many people is that they go fishing into the area that God has thrown into the depths of the sea and removed them from us.  A few years ago a fishing trawler dragging its net behind the boat along the sea bed, pulled the net up on to the boat and the crew found lying in among all the fish, a corpse.  Some of us drag up old corpses that have been buried with Christ years ago, and they need to be left there to rest in peace.  They’re dead and buried.  Sometimes we drag up other peoples’ corpses, and remind them of mistakes and failures from years ago.  Although we don’t deserve it, our sin has been buried with Christ. 
God removes our sin as far as the east is from the west

Here’s another verse – Psalm 103:12, David says, “As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.” Now notice he doesn’t say, “as far as the north is from the south” but “as far as the east is from the west”. You see, the north is a fixed point. The south is a fixed point. If you go north, you will cross the North Pole and begin to go south.  If you flew from Toronto to Hong Kong,  you might fly due north right up over the Arctic Circle.  And having flown north over the polar cap without changing direction, you began to go south and cut across Siberia and then down over China and then eventually into Hong Kong.  If you go north, you start to go south; it’s a fixed point. But if you go east, you can go right around the world and never begin to go west. If you go west, you can go right around the world and never begin to go east.  And David says, “as far as the east is from the west”; in other words, this is infinity, these are irreconcilable points. He has taken your sin as far as the east is that way, as far as the west is that way, He has removed them from you. He has buried your sin. 
God puts our sin behind His back

Let me give you a third picture. It’s in Isaiah 38:17, where it says,  “You put all my sins behind your back.”  God is omnipresent, which means He is in all places at all times. Where is there such a place that can be described as being behind His back? And the answer is “I don’t know,” because nothing is behind His back except our sin. It’s so far out it’s in a place that doesn’t even exist. He has thrown it behind His back.  It’s buried.
God doesn’t remember our sin

Here’s another picture.  Isaiah 43:25  says, “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.”  Now that phrase or similar phrases to it is used several times in the Bible. “He remembers our sins no more.” This is a unique ability that God has. It’s not that He is forgetful, but He never recalls it. He will never use it as evidence against you. God isn’t naïve about us of course but He never recalls, He never brings back. He remembers it no more.  I wish we believed that. I think some of us are like two brothers I heard about. These two brothers had been fighting all day. And at the end of the day the mother came to the elder of the two boys and said, “Listen you have been fighting your brother all day long today. You need to make it up with him before you go to bed.”  He said, “I am not going to make it up. He started it; it’s his fault.”  So his mother tried to appeal to his sentiment a little bit and she said, “Just suppose your brother died during the night. Wouldn’t you be sorry in the morning if you hadn’t told him you forgive him?”  And this boy thought for a moment and then he said, “Alright, alright, I will forgive him.  But if he’s alive in the morning…”  You know I think some of us have that feeling don’t we? “God, please forgive me!” And He does, but we fear the next day that he hasn’t forgiven us.  When we ask God for forgiveness, and then bring it up to him again later, he says, “I don’t remember that incident at all.”  
God no longer condemns us

Here’s another one. Romans 8:1 says, “There is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.”  No condemnation. God has nothing against you.  A man said that when he became a Christian, God had saved him from a messed up past. And he was reading his Bible and came across this verse, “There is now no condemnation.” He said he took his pen and he underlined the words, “no condemnation.”  But it was one of those ink markers and  the ink went right through to the book of Philippians. He said, “I spoilt my Bible but every time I turned the page there was the ink, there was the ink, there was the ink – no condemnation, no condemnation, no condemnation.” It ran out at Philippians.  The message of “no condemnation” runs through every page of the Bible. And yet I know many Christians who do feel condemned.  It is not the voice of the Holy Spirit that is speaking to you, it is the voice of Satan. One of Satan’s tasks, Revelation 12:10 tells us, is that that he is the accuser of our brothers. He accuses them before our God day and night.  God buries our sin. 
God clothes us with clean clothes

Here’s one more picture. There is a picture in the book of Zechariah of a man called Joshua who is standing before God dressed in filthy rags and Satan is standing at his right side accusing him.  And then it says, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan!”  Then the Lord said to an angel who was standing before him, “Take off his filthy clothes and put on him clean clothes with a clean turban.”  And then he said to this man Joshua,  “See, I have taken away your sin, and I have put rich garments on you.”  The point is this man, Joshua (don’t confuse him with the Joshua who led Israel into Canaan – another man), is standing like many Christians stand. Satan is at their side accusing, accusing, accusing, and the result is they are dressed in filthy rags, they feel dirty, they act as though they are dirty; they are embarrassed about their dirt. And God rebukes Satan, “Satan get out of here. Cover him in clean clothes.”  And you and I are not dressed in the dirt of our own past; we are dressed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. There is no condemnation. All our sin has been buried with Christ.  It’s over. Finished.  Gone.  The only question is whether we want to dig it all back up.  You know what you call someone who keeps bringing up the past?  A gravedigger. 
So when you were baptised you fell into the water, symbolizing your death with Christ,-freed from the consequences of sin, then you went under the water symbolizing your burial with Christ-forever forgiven from the guilt of sin. 
We are Resurrected with Christ

Then, third our baptism means we are resurrected with Christ.  That’s pictured by our ascent back up out of the water.   Our resurrection with Christ means we have power over sin.
In Romans 6: 3 Paul says,  “Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”  Baptism is not just about death and burial.  It’s not just about freedom from sin and forgiveness of sin.  If it was, then when we baptize people we would be putting them under the water and leaving them there.  In fact, a lot of Christians feel as though they’re drowning spiritually, because they don’t understand this last part of the baptism picture. But the death and burial of baptism is only half the gospel. Being resurrected with Jesus to live a new life is the whole point of the gospel. The Christian life becomes tiring and dreary when we try to live the life of Christ in the flesh without tapping into the power of Christ.  The Christian life is not hard, it’s impossible.  Jesus said, “Apart from me you can do nothing.”  That’s why Paul said, “I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection.”  If you miss the resurrection ingredient of your baptism, the Christian life will be about as exciting as pushing a bus up a hill.  But there is an engine in the bus and we can rest in the presence of the resurrected Christ within us.  Paul said in Romans 8:11, “But the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you; He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.”  In other words, the same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead is alive and at work in your life.  He is the engine in the bus.  Watchman Nee, the well-known Chinese writer, has said that the average Christian life is so sub-normal that the normal Christian life appears to be abnormal but what we think is an abnormal Christian life is actually the  normal Christian life.  Because it is the presence of Christ living through you.  

In Colossians 1:27 Paul said, “The mystery of the gospel is this: Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 
In 1 Corinthians 10:1-2,  Paul  says they, “all were baptized into Moses in the Red Sea.” I think that is a very beautiful picture of baptism.  The Israelites went down into water on Egyptian territory where they had been enslaved for many years. They are stepping out of that territory of slavery. They go into the water; their old master the slave masters (Pharaoh and his army) followed them to try and round them up and bring them back. But they came up the other side before they could grab them and bring them back; they came up onto new ground, onto a new land with a new purpose, with a new life. And they left their old master dead and buried behind them. 

Now, says Paul to the Corinthians, this is a picture of what baptism is. You come out of the old life in order to come into the new life.   Baptism is not just identification with Christ’s death and His burial but it is now a resurrection to walk in newness of life, in His life, that inhabits us.  The Christian life is not the result of our capacity to imitate God, but the result of His capacity to reproduce Himself in us. And that’s what real righteousness is, as opposed to self-righteousness.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German Lutheran pastor, was put to death in the latter days of the Nazi regime in Germany, and he left behind a book he had written called “The Call to Discipleship” and he says in that book  
“Christ calls us to come and die. Christ wants all of us with nothing to be held back. One is either a disciple of Jesus Christ or they are not. There is no middle ground. And the true disciple is dying to his or her life as a whole and their old life is being replaced with the life of Jesus Christ.”
The issue is not living for Christ, it’s Christ living through us. That’s the meaning of baptism.
The Significance of Baptism

I mentioned earlier that baptism is a symbol much like a wedding ring.  A ring is the symbol of marriage.  But the ring doesn’t make you married. Baptism does not unite you with Christ; it is the symbol of your being united with Christ. You can go to a jeweller and you can buy a wedding ring, stick it on your finger and walk down the road hoping to give the impression you are married.  But it’s a fraud. It’s just a piece of jewellery.  You can be baptized and it’s just a piece of spiritual jewellery. It doesn’t mean anything. There’s no legal standing at all. 
Maybe you haven’t been baptized, and would like to be.  The following prayer may be helpful to you.  
“Lord Jesus, I thank You so much that I can be forgiven no matter what it is, that when I bring it to the cross of Christ and recognize it was my sin that He was burying, I confess it to You, I cast it on You. You died the death I deserved. You, who knew no sin, were made to be sin for me. But thank You, You took that sin to a tomb. The body that bore my sin was buried and the tomb was sealed.  I recognize, Lord Jesus, I have been buried with Christ; not only died with Him, but buried. And I take those sins that rise up, those memories, that guilt in my past that rise up to condemn me; I take that, Lord Jesus, and I renounce the devil and all of his works and I place them in the tomb. Help me to know experientially the freedom and liberty of them being buried with Christ.  And thank You for the new life that you replace it with. Bring me into freedom and give me the power to live this new life that You Yourself will live within me. Thank You that on the day of judgement we will stand before You in confidence. It has nothing to do with confidence in ourselves; we have none. The confidence that in this world we are like Christ because You were once like me and You have given to me Your reputation, You have given to me Your righteousness. And I stand as clean as Jesus. Thank You so much. In Jesus’ name. “
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