Why Jesus Died

I was speaking at a youth camp some years ago, and we gathered around the campfire on the Saturday night, when the Youth leader asked the question, “What are you afraid of?”  The answers started off fairly safe and tame, with answers such as, “I’m afraid I’m going to flunk my science test next week,” or “I’m afraid I’m getting fat.”  The answers became more personal and revealing as time went on, until one young man, a football player, stood with his hands in his pockets, rocking sideways, clearly uncomfortable and nervous, said, “I’m afraid I’m going to die one day, and I won’t go to heaven.”  I realized in that moment, that death and heaven are not just the concern of those of an advanced age. These issues keep people of all ages awake.  The simple answer to the  question, “Why Did Jesus die?” is that He died, so that we could live forever.

I have asked two questions countless times over the years.  The first goes like this. “Suppose you died tonight, do you know for sure that you would go to heaven?” Sometimes a person tells me they don’t believe in heaven, and I answer, “Well suppose there was a heaven.  Would you like to go there?”  They usually respond, “Sure.”  I then ask a second question that goes like this.  “Suppose you died tonight and stood before God, and God said, ‘Why should I let you into heaven?’ What would you say?” 

After listening to a variety of responses to that question, I will ask, “Would you mind if I take a few minutes and share with you some good news from the Bible.”  And then I explain what the Bible says about why Jesus died, and say something like this. 
We hear a lot of bad news in this old world, but the Bible has a message of good news. Another word for good news is GOSPEL.  Let’s use the letters of the word G.O.S.P.E.L. to explain what the Bible says about why Jesus died.
The G stands for God.  
The Bible says that God is a personal God who desires an intimate personal relationship with us, the pinnacle of His creation. The Bible says that God loves us.  John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”  
The Bible also says that God has a plan and a purpose for your life.  Jesus said in John 10:10, “I have come that you may have life and have it to the full.” 
The Bible also says that God made you.  Psalm 139:14 says, “We are fearfully and wonderfully made.”  Imagine a $20 bill that has been through a washing machine, crunched up, scuffed on the ground, walked on, torn and frayed. Yet, if you take that banknote to the bank, it is still legal tender and still worth $20. It retains its value.  Similarly, life can sometimes be harsh and wear you down and leave you torn and frayed.  But you still retain your original value, because the Bible says you are made in God’s image.  You are an image bearer of God.
The Bible also says that God is Holy.  The Hebrew language uses repetition for emphasis.  In Isaiah 6:3  it says that God is “Holy, Holy, Holy.”  He will not tolerate unholiness in His presence. 
The O stands for One Way

All roads lead to God, but not all roads lead to heaven.  Everyone will one day stand before God in Judgment.  But only those who know Jesus Christ personally will enter heaven and eternal life.  Many people hope to get into heaven by living according to the scale system.  They hope their good works will outweigh their bad works. That’s like a salesman being told by his boss that he will be fired if he doesn’t meet his sales quota, and then not being told what the sales quota is.  No matter how hard he works, he never knows if he has done enough to guarantee a job next month.  What a weary way to live.  And yet that’s how millions of people live all over the world.  People who hope to go to heaven by living a good life, really don’t know how good they need to be to get in, and consequently never know if they’ve done enough. The Bible says the standard to get to heaven is 100% perfection, from the moment of birth till the moment of death. That’s why we can’t get to heaven on our own merit, and that there is only one way to get there from here.  And that’s through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father, except by Me. (John 14:6). Ephesians 2:8,9 says “For by grace you have been saved through faith and that not of yourselves it is the gift of God, not by works so that no one can boast.” 
The S stands for Sin

Imagine a ladder leaning against the wall.  The top represents the absolute perfection of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The bottom represents ultimate evil.  Some human benchmarks at the bottom of the ladder would be characters like Adolf Hitler, Idi Amin, etc.  Now imagine some really good people near the top of the ladder.  Billy Graham would be near the top, or perhaps Mother Theresa.  Now, I’m a pastor.  I get paid for being good.  Everybody else is good for nothing.  That’s a joke. I would put myself somewhere around the middle rung of the ladder.  Suppose I handed you a pen.  Where would you put your name? The Bible says that all of us fall short of God’s absolute standard of perfection.  Romans 3:23 says, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”   The Bible also says that even if you just commit one mistake, you’re as guilty as if you broke all God’s commandments. James 2:10 says, “He who keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point he is guilty of all.”

Sin has consequences.  The Bible says that this sin has separated us from God.   Isaiah 53:6 says, “All we like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way.”  This separation from God is the cause of every malady of the human heart.  Loneliness, discouragement,  bitterness, frustration, anxiety, fear, guilt, low self-esteem, meaninglessness, emptiness all flow from our separation from God. The ultimate consequence is separation from God in hell for eternity.
The P stands for Peace Bridge
You have probably been to Niagara Falls and seen the Peace Bridge spanning the gorge between Canada and the USA.  Imagine we are on one side of the Niagara Falls  and God is on the other.  As we’ve already said, the Bible says we are separated from God by a great gulf just like that.  People try to cross this divide by living a good life, or praying, or going to church, or being baptized, or believing in God.  But none of these can bridge the gap.  We can’t reach God, so He bridged the gap and came to us.  Romans 5:8 says, “While we were still sinners Christ died for us.”  Jesus’ death became a peace bridge between us and God.

Isaiah 53:6 says, “The Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Imagine a card resting flat on the palm of your hand, representing all your sins.  This card represents the sin blocking you from a relationship with God.  Then, imagine flipping the card over on to your other hand. That’s what God did when He “laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”     

But Jesus didn’t stay dead. The Bible says that Jesus rose from the dead and was seen by over 500 eye witnesses.  God arranged it so that the women who last saw Him alive were also the first to see Him resurrected. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the ultimate proof that Jesus’ death was a death like no other.  He was God in the flesh, virgin born, who lived a perfect and supernatural life and His death accomplished for us two great eternal benefits.
The E stands for Eternal Benefits

The first of these eternal benefits was forgiveness. 1 Corinthians  5:17 says, “If anyone is in Christ he is a new creature the old is gone(the old blunders, mistakes, secret shame and embarrassments that no one knows about) the new has come.”  Imagine you are holding a card in your hand which represents your life, and in your other hand is a Bible, representing Jesus.  Suppose you slip the card inside the middle pages of your Bible.  The card is now hidden.   That’s how your life is now hidden in Christ, and when God looks at your life He sees, not your wrongs, but Jesus’ righteousness.

The second eternal benefit of Jesus’ death is heaven.  1 John 5:11,12 says, “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son does not have life.” A radar screen detects a flying object by showing a blip.  This life we are living right now is like a blip on the radar screen of eternity.  Eternity is billions and billions of years long, and that’s just the first dawn of the first day. 

The L stands for Lordship

Acts 16:31 says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”  “Lord” means that Jesus wants to be in charge in every area of your life.  He wants to be Lord over your marriage, your family, your job, your attitudes, your language, your money, and even your problems.  When Jesus is Lord, your heart’s desire will be “not my will, but yours be done.”
Jesus’ Lordship begins by believing and receiving Him as Lord. The Bible says that Jesus’ offer of forgiveness and heaven is a gift.  And a gift to become yours must be received.  John 1:12, says, “But as many as received Him to those who believe in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.”   When someone offers you a gift, you must believe it is being freely offered, and you must willingly receive it, if it is to become yours.   

Five questions to ponder
1. Have you made a choice to believe in Jesus Christ, or are you still on the way?

2. If you are still on the way, what is it that’s preventing you from becoming a Christian?  Perhaps it’s a fear of loss, a friend, ridicule, or uncertainty.  Perhaps it’s some sin that you want to be free from, and don’t think you can.  Perhaps it is some unanswered questions.  Maybe you’ve got a lot of information, but some lesser questions are still unanswered. 

3. Would you be willing to surrender all those barriers, preventatives, and excuses that are holding you back, put them on the proverbial altar, and trust God to sort them all out in his time, in His way, and that He will give you His help? 

4. Are you ready to trust Christ with your life?.
Here’s some suggested words you can say. See if these accurately reflect your own heart. If you pray these words, in sincerity, by faith, Jesus will hear and answer your prayer, and you will instantly become a follower of Jesus Christ.
“I believe in the virgin birth, perfect life, death, burial, resurrection and divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
I am sorry. I have sinned against your Holy name.  I have committed the following sins especially_______________.  
Thank you for dying on the cross for me and offering me forgiveness.  
Please forgive me for all my sins, provide for me a place in heaven when I die, and help me to live a life of surrender to your Lordship from this day forward.  Amen.”
The Bible says in Luke 15:7 that when one person comes home to a relationship with God, the angels in heaven rejoice.  In other words, there is a party in heaven.  That’s how special you are to God.  So, if you prayed that prayer in sincerity, congratulations.  There is a celebration in heaven for you right now. 
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